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THE DANISH CARTOONS satirising the 
Muslim Prophet Muhammad and the violent 
protests to which they led have been a watershed 
political moment. Not since the publication of 
Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses in 1989 has 
there been such an opportunity for racists to 
exploit the apparent conflict between the values of 
western liberalism and Islam. 

Rushdie’s “crime” had been to exploit some lines 
in an account of the Prophet Muhammad's life to 
construct a story in which, heretically, all of the 
Prophet’s teachings were questioned. Rushdie 
paid a heavy price for his “sin”. When the book 
was published the Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini issued a fatwa sentencing Rushdie, the 
publishers and others associated with the book to 
death. The book was burned in Britain and 
elsewhere and Rushdie went into hiding in 
genuine fear for his life. International 
demonstrations took place outside US and British 
buildings in India and Pakistan, and people died 
in the ensuing violence. The Ayatollah’s fatwa is 
still technically in force. The affair had long- 
lasting implications for anti-Muslim racism. 
Images of hardcore Islamist fanatics were 
broadcast throughout the West and for some time 
afterwards the name “Rushdie” became a term of 
abuse with which to taunt Asian children in 
British school playgrounds. 

But there are big difference between the furore 
over the cartoons and the Rushdie affair. For in 
1989 the main anger was directed against 
Rushdie himself. This time the anger is not 
targeted specifically against the publication that 
printed the material, or even those who 
republished in full knowledge of the offence it 
would cause. The anger is directed against whole 
countries and ultimately against the values of 
liberal democracies that allow religions freely to 
be criticised. Freedom of speech — which has 
never been absolute anyway — is being called into 
question. 

A whole country is facing a boycott of its goods 
in some Muslim countries and everything from 
the United States, Israel, the Jews and 
Christianity are being blamed in some way or 
another. It seems highly unlikely that many of the 
protesters have actually seen the cartoons as many 
of the protests have gone beyond the original 
issue leading to tragic consequences. In the 
mainly Muslim north of Nigeria at least 13 
Christians were killed on one day of rioting. 
In retaliation the following day in the mainly 
Christian southern city of Onitsha some 20 or 
more northern Nigerians were killed. 

And as usual the fascists and racists are rubbing 
their hands with glee: someone else’s misfortune 
being their own good fortune for stoking the fires 
of race hate. As we go to press the British 
National Party has published some of the 
cartoons both on its website and in a leaflet for 
national distribution. <a 








and Angie Clarke 


PICTURE THE SCENE. 
Somewhere in the northwest of 
England, the British National 
Party’s group development officer, 
Tony Lecomber, is sitting down for a 
chat with Joe Owens. The men had not 
spoken for 18 months, since the 
revelations about Owens’s gangland 
activities surfaced. Owens was shunted 
aside as Griffin's private bodyguard, to be 
replaced by Warren Bennett, who 
only had connections with football 
hooliganism and the nazi terror group 
Combat 18. Owens had had his nose put 
out and took his bat home. 

How times had changed, but then 
again Lecomber had a lot on his mind. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, was 
about to stand trial for inciting racial 
hatred. By his own admission he could 
have received seven years if found 
guilty. A sentence of that length not 
only would have been a personal 
disaster but could even have put the 
party’s future at stake. 

Griffin, his co-defendant Mark 
Collett and the party leadership had 
become increasingly frustrated at what 
they saw as a hostile establishment. 
The BBC had spent a year conducting 
an undercover investigation into the 
BNP’s Bradford branch, the banks had 
closed their doors to BNP money, 
printers had switched off the machines 
to the party and the state was 
proposing even more draconian laws 
all designed to restrict BNP activity. 
And then there was Searchlight, 
sticking its nose into everything. 

The trial and the tightening 
establishment grip on the BNP, 
which even extended to a belief that 
the government was planning to ban 
the party, dominated the conversation. 
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By Nick Lowles 


Griffin waves goodbye 
left to right, Tony Lecomber, 
Joe Owens, Warren Bennett 



















At some stage, Lecomber suggested a 
response. If Griffin was found guilty, 
he mused, how about taking out a 
Cabinet minister. 

Owens, it would appear, was suspicious 
of the whole meeting. His fears were 
confirmed when Lecomber aired his 
thoughts. Owens thought it was an 
attempt at entrapment, of himself, the 
BNP or both. 

Owens reported Lecomber’s sug- 
gestion to Griffin. Either Lecomber 
was sacked, Owens demanded, or they 
would end up in the press. 

Any normal political leader would 
have acted immediately, but not Griffin. 
He prevaricated for four days until his 
hand was forced. An Advisory Council 
meeting, arranged for the weekend 
before the leader’s trial began, expressed 
overwhelming opposition to Lecomber’s 
continued presence in the party. 
Lecomber himself had arrived at the 
meeting planning to put up a robust 
defence of his position, claiming that 
his views had been misrepresented by a 
man with a grudge against the party. 
He would also tell people that it was he 
who had been set up by Owens. 

Lecomber is not liked in the party 
and several other senior members 
grasped the opportunity to stick in the 
knife. Faced with an open rebellion, 
including the threatened resignations of 
several regional organisers, Griffin 
finally decided to act against the man 
who had masterminded his rise to 
power within the BNP. 

But Griffin waited until the 
Monday evening on the opening day 
of his trial to force Lecomber’s hand. 
Despite the seriousness of the allega- 
tion against his chief lieutenant, he 
needed one more favour. 





Running parallel to the Lecomber/ 
Owens issue was another internal 
fallout involving Bennett, the BNP’s 
chief steward. A row had erupted before 
Christmas between a member of 
Bennett’s security team called Lee and 
Collett. Collett’s seniority within the 
party led to Lee being temporarily 
expelled from the BNP, and his 
reinstatement was only assured after 
Bennett and the rest of the security 
team threatened to strike. 

The growing clash between Bennett 
and Collett flared up again in the New 
Year, with the young Collett threatening 
to have the considerably larger football 
hooligan “done”. Bennett complained to 
Griffin about this and the Lecomber 
incident but found little support. 

As a matter of principle, Bennett 
walked out of the party taking most of 
his security team with him. Into the 
breach on the first day of Griffin's trial 
stepped Lecomber, who brought the 
London security team up to Leeds 
led by Danny Warville, an Epping- 
based cabbie. 

No wonder that Griffin would 
indirectly refer to these fraught days as 
more troubling than the trial itself. 

In the meantime, Owens appears to 
have spoken to at least one journalist 
and rumours quickly spread that a 
Sunday tabloid exposé was imminent. 

The BNP initially announced that 
Lecomber was stepping down through 
“ill health” but as rumours of the chat 
with Owens began to circulate, this 
position became untenable. A BNP 
organisers’ bulletin, ironically sent out 
by Lecomber himself, announced his 
resignation as a result of “making a 
serious error of judgement in speaking 
to a non-member about matters 





which could be misconstrued 
and which could thereby possibly have 
caused embarrassment to the party”. 

But that was not quite the end of the 
story. Lecomber remained on the party 
payroll and several branch organisers 
were led to believe that his departure 
was only temporary and he would 
return when the dust had settled. 

He is certainly staying loyal to the 
party and it is rumoured that he has 
turned down a high five-figure sum to 
spill the beans on the party. In the 
organisers’ bulletin he even admitted 
that he would continue working behind 
the scenes to help his replacement, 
later announced to be Sadie Graham, 
the BNP’s East Midlands organiser, 
step into his shoes. 

In the meantime, rumours begun to 
circulate that Bennett had lost his job as 
head of security over a sum of £5,000 
which it was claimed he owed the party. 
This was the accusation that was doing 
the rounds at a Blood and Honour gig 
held in Leeds during the trial, organised 
by Tony Mac, a veteran of Leeds BNP 
and former Combat 18 thug. 

From the second day of the trial 
Griffin’s security consisted of a motley 
crew from West Yorkshire. Led by 
Nick Cass, it included Martin Gibson, 
who was once put on his arse by 
Luke Smith, the former Burnley BNP 
councillor; Adrian Marsden, a 
Calderdale councillor and former C18 
thug; and Andy Kershaw, who had 
only recently been admitted back into 
the party after being accused of a 
sexual assault on the wife of a BNP 
councillor, though the allegation was 
later withdrawn. 

After a few days the security team 
grew as did the size of those involved. 
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The party’s euphoria at the jury’s verdict 
was tempered by the news, only days later, 
that its Keighley councillor, Angie Clarke, 
had walked out of the party and resigned 
from Bradford council after being 
personally abused at a Yorkshire BNP 
meeting. One can only speculate that her 
close friendship with Bennett might have 
influenced the people insulting her. 

The BNP tried desperately to get 
her to withdraw her resignation. 
James Lewthwaite, leader of the BNP 
group on the council, rushed into the 
Town Hall to claim that someone had 
hacked into her email account and 
sent the resignation letter in malice. 
Unfortunately for the fascist party, 
the lady was not for turning and at 
the request of the Chief Executive she 
went into the council offices and resigned 
in person. 

This sets up an intriguing by-election 
in Keighley West, a ward where the 
BNP topped the poll in the 2004 all- 
out elections. The likely BNP candidate 
for the by-election on 23 March is John 
Joy, who was filmed by the BBC 
discussing setting fire to a TUC van 
carrying Searchlight newspapers. 

Labour's candidate is Angela Sinfeld, 
the woman who has led the mothers’ 
campaign against paedophilia and 
grooming in the area. She is an 
outspoken critic of the BNP’s use of the 
grooming issue for its own twisted and 
racist agenda. 

In a further twist of irony, Ms Sinfield 
is John Joy’s sister. 

The BNP has lapped up the media’s 
p but behind the scenes all is not happy 
on the good ship Fascist. 


Joe Owens in profile - see over 


Joe Owens a profile 


LECOMBER CLAIMS THAT his quip 
about assassinating a Cabinet 
minister was taken out of context, 
but the question remains, just why 
was he talking to Joey Owens in the 
first place? 

In 2004 Searchlight reported that 
Owens was a known “hit man” on the 
Liverpool crime scene and was 
believed to have been involved in 
several gangland murders. He had 
already served two prison sentences 
for sending razor blades in the post 
to members of the city’s Jewish 
community and for carrying CS gas 
and knuckle-dusters. 

In 1997 Owens was implicated in 
the horrific murder of Stephen Coles, 
a former Liverpool footballer and 
club doorman. Coles was literally 
hacked to death in a city-centre pub 
in front of his wife and friends. 
The killing was revenge for the 
stabbing of one of Owens's close 
friends and was part of the city’s 
notorious door wars which claimed a 
number of lives. 

According to Charlie Seiga, a 
prominent Liverpool gangster 
affectionately nicknamed “Killer” 
by the police: “Joey was lucky. 
Witnesses failed to pick him out in 
an identification parade’ 

Owens formed a close friendship 
with Seiga which continued through 
the late 1990s. 

“Joey Owens was very different 
from the rest,” remembers Seiga. 
“Although young and in his thirties, 
he had that sort of ‘old-school’ feel 
about him. First his manners were 
impeccable, and the other good asset 
he possessed was his intelligence. 
He also showed a lot of respect to 
his elders.” 

But Seiga also knew Owens to be a 
mah of extreme violence. “You could 
be deceived by Joey’s appearance - 
blue eyes, fair hair, quietly spoken — 
you just would not be able to dream 
of what this man was capable of.’ 

Another close associate of Owens 
was Lee Jones, a former boxer. Jones's 
promising career had been cut short 
after he lost an eye in another 
gangland feud some time earlier. 
Jones later killed one of his attackers 
and was convicted of manslaughter. 

“These two men, Joey and Lee, are 
well known to all of the Liverpool 
gangsters and club doormen,’ says 
Seiga. “And if it came to violence, just 
don't fuck with them because if they 
are on your case, especially Joey, you 


would have to prepare to face the 
consequences afterwards.’ 

In November 1997, Owens, Seiga 
and Jones were arrested for the 
murder of George Brimlow, another 
city gangster. Brimlow was murdered 
while visiting Seiga’s house. He was 
shot three times in the head at close 
range in what local police described 
as a “gangland execution”. 

Owens and Seiga were charged 
with murder. Owens's fingerprints 
had been found on the newspaper 
that Brimlow was holding at the time 
of his death. 

The two men, together with Jones, 
were also charged with threatening 
to kill Brimlow’s best friend. Owens 
was alleged to have said: “If you don't 
stop the rumours you'll get three in 
the head like George’. 

Owens never made it to court. 
Days before the trial was due to begin 
the main prosecution witness disap- 
peared and was never seen again. 
Charlie Seiga, in his autobiography 
Killer, described this as “a small 
miracle’. With the main witness 
gone and all three defendants 
denying the charges, the case against 
Owens was dropped. 

While on remand for the Bromley 
murder, Owens received a visit from 
his close friend Kevin Lavin. Lavin, a 
robber, left the prison and met up 
with his brother Thomas and another 
friend, Stephen Wheeler. The three 
drove off in Owens’s Silver Ford 
Sierra Sapphire. 

Unbeknown to them the police 
were watching. As they approached a 
post office in Anfield, they were 
arrested by armed police. Inside the 
car the police found a loaded pistol, a 
sledgehammer, gloves and masks. 
The three were later imprisoned for 
between six and nine years. 

The loaded gun found in their 


possession was the Bromley murder 
weapon. 

Owens was also a police suspect in 
another gangland murder. In late 
1998 two Liverpool drug dealers, 
Kevin McGuire and Nathan Jones, 
were shot dead in a gym in Crosby. 

Owens was repeatedly questioned 
after police discovered that a call had 
been made from a phone box close 
to the murder scene to the law firm 
where his girlfriend at the time 
worked. Two witnesses separately 
reported a distinctive metallic-purple 
Golf circling the area at the time of 
the killing - an unusual model but 
matching one owned by Owens. 
Finally he told the police that he was 
probably with his girlfriend at the 
said time but this was disproved as 
she was in court. 

The evidence was circumstantial 
and Owens was never charged. 
Eventually Darren Becouarn was 
convicted for the double murder. 
Interestingly, on the day of the 
shooting, the killer’s mobile phone 
records revealed that he made a call 
to Owens's mobile. 

Owens continues to be connected 
with the Liverpool crime world. 
One of his closest associates was 
recently imprisoned for possession 
of a large drugs consignment and 
firearms in Jersey. 

However, Owens has not had it all 
his own way. He was once shot in the 
back but survived after the gunman’s 
weapon misfired. He admitted 
this incident to the undercover 
Secret Agent journalists as he was 
organising security for the visit to 
the BNP of Jean Marie Le Pen, the 
leader of the French Front National, 
in April 2004. 

It is against this background that 
Lecomber had an “innocent’ chat 
about taking out Cabinet ministers! 





BNP news 


Police called in over BNP dirty tricks 


By Nick Lowles 


IN THE WAKE of Nick Griffin's trial 
and the uproar over the Danish 
cartoons, the British National Party 
came second with 30% of the vote in a 
council by-election in Heanor and 
Loscoe ward, Amber Valley, in the East 
Midlands. 

Labour beat the BNP by 159 votes in 
a contest that saw the fascist party poll 
more votes than both the Conservatives 
and the Lib Dems combined. While the 
BNP heralded this result as a sub- 
stantial breakthrough into the East 
Midlands, many key activists were 
bitterly disappointed that they had 
actually lost the election. 

However, the deeper story of this 
election was the BNP’s use of appalling 
dirty tricks. 

Searchlight has spoken to four people 
who signed the BNP nomination 
papers who all claim that they did 
not know what they were signing. 
These elderly people believed they were 
signing a petition. One was a close 
relative of a Labour Party member. 

Towards the end of the campaign, 
during which the BNP delivered five 
different leaflets and canvassed the whole 
ward, the fascists issued a leaflet claiming 
that a local white girl had been raped. 

“Last week a woman was raped by 
three ‘asylum seekers” here in Heanor,” 
the leaflet read. “There has been 
a complete news blackout on this. 
The police have arrested one man, but 
two remain at large.” 

The police later reported that there 
was no truth in this allegation but it 
follows a similar stunt pulled by the 
BNP when it stood in a neighbouring 
ward in 2004, although on that 
occasion the rumour was spread by 
word of mouth. 

That it appeared on a leaflet this time 
could well have been because Eddy 
Butler, the party’s chief elections officer, 
was helping to co-ordinate the cam- 
paign alongside the local organiser, 
Sadie Graham. The two had formed a 
close working relationship during 
recent by-elections in the South, 
particularly Thurrock, where Graham 
spent a considerable time helping out 
with the campaign. 

Butler has perfected the “Big Lie” 
technique and rarely has he been 


involved in an election campaign where 
he hasn't employed it. In Barking 
and Dagenham there was “Africans 
for Essex”, in Thurrock he claimed 
Hackney Council was about to offload 
3,000 asylum seekers, while in 
Loughton he maintained that specific 
houses were about to be handed over to 
asylum seekers. All these claims were 
completely untrue. 

Although the police passed the leaflet 
to the Crown Prosecution Service, no 
action is to be taken on it, a decision 
that all the mainstream parties locally 
have attacked. Quite apart from the fact 
that the leaflet contravened election 
rules under which candidates and 
agents cannot publish information that 
they know to be false, given Butler’s 
wider use of the “Big Lie”, the leaflet 
should have been seen as a clear attempt 
to whip up a racist reaction. 

And there are certainly some local 
nazis who would happily be wound up. 
Only days after the election, a Channel 
5 documentary highlighted Heanor as 
the nazi skinhead capital of Britain, 
with several dozen Blood and Honour 
supporters living in the immediate area. 
Heanor was the home of Ian Stuart 
Donaldson, former leader of the nazi 
band Skrewdriver and even after his 
death a skinhead icon. Today, Heanor, 
and neighbouring Langley Mills, are 
home to Adrian Woods (formerly of 
the National Front, Combat 18 and 
Surrey Border Front, now BNP), 
Stephen Calladine, alias Stigger, 
(formerly of Skrewdriver, Combat 18 
and Blood & Honour, now BNP) and 
Benny Bullman, lead singer of the 
British Movement band Whitelaw. 

Many of the local nazi skinhead 
thugs came out at short notice in 
Heanor West ward during the 2004 
election campaign in an attempt to 
intimidate anti-fascists. This crossover 
between the new respectable BNP and 
hardline thugs shows just what kind of 
a party the BNP really is. 

Amber Valley is set to be a crucial 
battleground in the local elections this 
May, with most of the East Midlands 
BNP once again focusing their 
attention on Heanor and Langley 
Mills. This time, however, they will face 
considerable local opposition. ~<a 


Sadie Graham 


Sadie Graham, the BNP’s East 
Midlands organiser, has 
recently been appointed the 
party’s group development 
officer, a post held until 
recently by Tony Lecomber. 
This rapid promotion 
highlights the confidence the 
party leadership has in her 
and the loyalty she has shown 
in return. 

Graham became regional 
organiser following the 
debacle of the collapse of the 
Lincoln branch and the 
expulsion of local organiser 
Mick Holmes. She also became 
very active in the distribution 
of party literature and during 
the second half of last year 
started working for Excalibur, 
the party’s merchandising 
operation. 

By BNP standards she is 
certainly qualified. Miss Sadie 
Bethany Graham is 27 years 
old, was brought up in 
Brighton before attending 
Nottingham University, where 
she obtained BA and MA 
degrees. 

She challenged Robert 
Kilroy-Silk in Erewash in the 
2005 general election and 
recently became a Brinsley 
parish councillor. 





Racism is nothing new in the BNP 


By David Williams 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
can deny it until it is blue in the face 
but the truth is that the party is a 
hardline racist and fascist organisation. 
Since Nick Griffin became party 
chairman in 1999 the BNP has sought 
to present a more respectable face 
to the electorate by toning down its 
historic commitment to repatriation, 
but behind the superficial veneer of 
“modernisation” the core politics of the 
BNP remain the same. 

Even before 9/11 the BNP saw the 
possibilities of stirring up hatred against 
the Muslim community, with its claim 
of “militant Muslims to take over British 
cities with AK-47 rifles”. After the 
horrific attacks on the World Trade 
Centre the BNP proclaimed that Islam 
stood for: “Intolerance, Slaughter, 
Looting, Arson and Molestation of 
Women’. Traditional fascist prejudices 
such as antisemitism and anti-black 
racism have taken a backseat as the BNP 
attempts to reposition itself as the front 
line against Islam, militant or otherwise. 

In order to give its prejudices a 
respectable veneer the BNP has adopted 
the rhetoric of Samuel Huntingdon’s 
“clash of civilisations” — the spurious 
thesis that Islam and Western liberal 
democracy are basically incompatible 
and therefore set on a collision course. 
Seeking to prove the apparent 
inevitability of this “clash” the BNP has 
republished the defamatory cartoons 
depicting the Prophet Muhammad that 
were originally published by the Danish 
newspaper Jyllands Posten and sparked 
global protests. 

Not content to leave it at that, 
the BNP issued a rejoinder to the 
mainstream media to follow its 
example. For the BNP this is not an 
issue of free speech. It had hoped that if 
British media outlets reprinted the 
cartoons, it would inflame an already 
volatile situation leading to further 
intemperate protests, such as that 
organised by the fundamentalist 
Muslim organisation Al Ghurabaa’ 
in central London, many of whose 
supporters carried inflammatory 


placards calling for those who insulted 
Islam to be murdered. The outrage that 
wider publication of the cartoons would 





cause and the inevitable backlash 
would, the BNP hoped, lead to further 
inter-communal conflict and, if things 
really spiralled out of control, all-out 
race war. 

The BNP website makes it quite 
explicit that the party is seeking to recruit 
people who feel angry, despondent and 
depressed by such events not to mention 
disenfranchised by the political system in 
general. In order to capitalise on this 
reservoir of anti-Islamic sentiment the 
BNP has declared 4 May, the date of 
the local elections, a “Referendum on 
Islam in Britain”. 

None of this is new of course. 
Although the party claims that its 
opposition to Islam boils down to basic 
cultural incompatibility in reality 
the BNP’s worldview hinges upon a 
biological interpretation of the 
supremacy of the white race just as it 
always did. Griffin’s “modernisation” is 
a sham. As he explained to readers of 
Identity: “Politics is always the art of 
the possible, so we must judge every 
policy by one simple criterion: Is it 
realistically possible that a decisive 
proportion of the British people will 
support it? If not, then to scale down 
our short-term ambitions to a point at 
which the answer becomes ‘yes’ is not a 
sell-out, but the only possible step 
closer to our eventual goal.” In short 
Griffin was signalling to his followers 
that although he recognised that 
policies such as compulsory rep- 
atriation are not vote winners, it was a 
matter of political expediency that was 
at stake not a surrender of the party’s 
core ideology. 

Nowhere is this more obvious than in 
the books marketed by Excalibur, the 
BNP’s merchandising arm. You can tell 
a lot about a person from their bookcase 
as the old adage goes and in the case of 
the BNP a quick glance at its booklist is 
highly instructive. From the 1970s to 
the 1990s both the National Front (NF) 
and the BNP relied heavily on the 
biological fulminations of leading Nazi 
race theorists to give their racist clarion 
call for an “Anglo-Saxon” (i.e. racially 
pure) England a  quasi-scientific 
academic aura. This is hardly surprising 
given that the NF chairman and 





founder of the BNP, John Tyndall, 
was a veteran national socialist 
whose entrenched worldview was a 
belief in the “purity” of the British 
“race”. Under Tyndall the booklists and 
publications of the NF and the BNP 
were chock full of books by racial 
ideologues such as Roger Pearson, 
Henry Garrett and Charles Puttnam, 
all of whom were linked to the 
Northern League, a pan-European 
Nazi organisation that derived much of 
its theoretical underpinning from the 
Nazi racial scientist Hans Giinther. 

Nothing changed when Griffin 
became chairman in 1999. Under the 
heading “Science and Anthropology” 
today the BNP booklists are replete 
with exactly the same titles for 
sale as were sold by the NF including 
Racial Realities in Europe (1924) by 
Lothrop Stoddard, who was obsessed 
with a belief in the racial purity and 
superiority of the “Nordic” race. 
There is little in Stoddard’s work 
to differentiate it from the “Aryan” 
racial theories of the Nazis in the 1930s. 
And the BNP knows it. 

Indeed, old habits die hard. 
When Lee Barnes, the BNP’s so-called 
“Legal Eagle”, recently used the BNP 
website to promote his idea of “ethno- 
nationalism” over and above the 
time honoured concept of “racial 
nationalism” as the opening shot in its 
campaign to exclude from Britain white 
Eastern European immigrants, he 
did so, perhaps unwittingly, using 
arguments first put forward by the Nazis 
in the 1930s to justify their enslavement 
and subjugation of Eastern Europe to 








the Nazis’ vast racial imperium. In order 
to give his own convoluted and 
contradictory arguments an academic 
veneer Barnes linked his rambling 
article to another article that first 
appeared in 1994 in Mankind Quarterly. 
This racist journal, then published in 
Scotland by Robert Gayre, the Laird of 
Nigg and Gayre, an aristocratic Scotch 
racist and apologist for the South 
African apartheid regime, is devoted to 
proving the genetic inferiority of blacks 
through supposedly scientific means. Of 
great importance in the intellectual 
arsenal of the far right is The Bell Curve 
by Herrenstein and Murray, which the 
BNP regularly cites as an authority on 
racial IQ differences. This work too was 
heavily reliant on Mankind Quarterly’s 
spurious sources for its “evidence”. 

The biological interpretations of race 
received a profound blow when the 
Human Genome Project (HGP), 
following years of research to find 
the genetic blueprint for human 
beings, reported unequivocally: “Race 
is a largely non-biological concept 
confounded by misunderstanding 
and a long history of prejudice”. 
Slight variations in the human genome 
were caused by both geography and 
history but all populations shared these 
variations to a greater or lesser extent, 
found the authors of the HGP who 
were well aware that its findings could 
be “prone to misinterpretation” if not 
downright distortion. 

Although the HGP destroyed the 
cornerstone of fascist racial biology at a 
stroke the BNP was unwilling to 
concede defeat. Salvaging what it could 
from the findings, Identity published an 
article in October 2005 arguing that the 
HGP proved that “minor differences” 
caused “substantial difference between 
the world’s main races”. The categorical 
findings of the HGP cut little mustard 
with the BNP, which simply moulded 
them to support its own racial 
arguments about the uniqueness of the 
white “race”. 

The widespread popular hostility 
shown to the Muslim community since 
9/11 and 7/7 has allowed the BNP to 
mainstream its racism in a way that was 
unthinkable a few years ago. Although 
the party is currently enjoying a 
modicum of success as it rides the crest 
of a wave of populist prejudice we 
should not forget that the politics of the 
BNP are mired not just in the racist 
ideology of its fascist forerunners in this 
country but in the discredited thinking 
of Nazi racial and eugenics science. ~# 
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Comment 


By Steve Silver 


ebruary started out a bad month 

for anti-fascists. And a bad 

month for anti-fascists is a 

good month for the British 
National Party. 

It started with the end of the trial of 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and Mark 
Collett, an activist. Griffin was found 
not guilty of one charge of using words 
or behaviour intended to stir up racial 
hatred and one alternative charge of 
using words or behaviour likely to stir 
up racial hatred, but is facing a retrial in 
October on two similar charges on 
which the jury was unable to reach a 
verdict. Collett was cleared of four 
similar charges but also faces a retrial on 
four others. 

The fact that they have to face 
another trial was hardly a victory for the 
forces of fascism, but it did give them 
the opportunity to bask in the publicity. 
Griffin’s smug face was back on TV and 
yet again he seemed like an acceptable 
part of British politics whether people 
liked it or not. Griffin's line was that as 
far as he was concerned “freedom of 
speech” was on trial, not him. We didn’t 
know it yet, but we were going to hear a 
lot more about freedom of speech in the 
ensuing weeks. 


Danish debacle 

Freedom of speech and how absolute 
it ought to be is one of the great 
philosophical debates of modern 
democracy. A political reality makes it 
crop up every now and then, the same 
arguments on each side are trotted out 
and then put to rest for what is usually 
a considerable time. Not in February 
though. For as the Griffin trial was 
closing a freedom of speech tinderbox 
was being lit in Scandinavia which 
would have unprecedented implications 
and seemed to spread across the world 
like a bush fire. 

Cartoons that among other things 
lampooned the Prophet Muhammad as 
a terrorist bomber had been published 
in the Danish newspaper Jy/lends-Posten 
last September and had sparked official 
protests from Muslim countries. But it 
was their republication in the Christian 


Magazxinet in Norway and on the 
website of the Norwegian newspaper 
Dagbladet that triggered worldwide 
controversy in February. 

Muslim religious and political leaders 
around the world denounced Denmark. 
And although the Danish Prime 
Minister, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
condemned the demonisation of people 
because of their religious beliefs, his 
refusal to intervene and act against the 
newspaper meant that Denmark itself 
came under fire. 

Muslims staged official and unofficial 
protests. There were boycotts of Danish 
goods with supermarkets removing 
Danish produce from their shelves in 
Algeria, Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Morocco, Qatar, Tunisia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

Across the world demonstrations 
condemned the cartoons. Danish embas- 
sies were set alight. Tehran cut trade ties 
with Denmark and dozens of people died 
in violent demonstrations in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Libya and Nigeria. 


It wouldn’t be said about the Jews? 
Condemnation of the cartoons came 
thick and fast but much of it drew the 
same analogy. It was said that similar 
cartoons would not have been be 
printed about Jewish people, or there 
would be an international outcry if they 
were. In Iran, where antisemitic 
material is produced regularly with 
no international outcry and whose 
leaders support Holocaust revisionist 
historians, the Hamshahri newspaper 
decided to hold a competition to 
test the boundaries of free speech. 
Echoing the reasons given in European 
papers for publishing the Muhammad 
caricatures, and as a form of retaliation, 
the paper called for the submission of 
cartoons about the Holocaust. 

Of course the Iranian response 
was the most extreme example but 
comparison with how Muslims and 
Jews would be allowed to be portrayed 
became a consistent theme. The reality 
is that antisemitic material is produced 
and distributed all the time, often 
sourced in the Middle East and without 





international outcry. Protestation rarely 
amounts to much more than a US-based 
Jewish organisation making complaints 
against what are often government- 
sponsored or tolerated views anyway. 


Bringing it home 

The BNP seems to have the luck of the 
devil. What could have been a very dark 
period for the organisation, with its 
leader potentially in prison, turned into 
a couple of bonanza weeks. Within days 
of the Griffin trial ending, and as 
the international demonstrations were 


Abu Hamza 
speaking at the 
Radio Academy 
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Cambridge with 
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getting under way, we received a 
reminder of the radical Islamist threat 
in Britain with the conviction of Abu 
Hamza. The London-based cleric was 
jailed for seven years after an Old Bailey 
jury found him guilty of 11 charges, 
including soliciting murder and inciting 
racial hatred. 

Then there were demonstrations in 
London against the cartoons with 
placards calling for a repeat of the 
London suicide bombings last July. 
One of the enduring images, splashed 
across the tabloids, was of a dem- 
onstrator dressed up as a_ suicide 
bomber. If that were not bad enough, it 
turned out that the man was a convicted 
drug dealer. All of this was grist to the 
BNP mill which, as a result of the huge 
publicity over the Griffin trial, was now 
receiving many new enquiries. 

As the month drew to an end we saw 
David Irving, the British writer and 
Holocaust denier, in court in Austria on 
charges of denying the existence of the 


gas chambers at Auschwitz. Freedom of 
speech was on trial again, so it seemed. 
Irving, who is backed by nazis 
worldwide, tried to play the role of 
repentant sinner saying that he had 
changed his views after carrying out 
further research. However, when asked 
by reporters whether he believed that six 
million Jews were murdered by the Nazis 
he refused to commit himself, trying to 
walk a tightrope between keeping his 
supporters behind him and looking like 
he had genuinely changed his mind. 
The swift one-day hearing ended with 
bad news for Irving who received a 
three-year prison sentence. It was 
impossible not to be pleased that one of 
Searchlight’s longest running enemies 
had finally got his comeuppance. 
In the context of Austria which had 
experienced the full might of the Nazi 
jackboot and lost many citizens 
butchered by the Nazis in the Holocaust 
the sentence probably does not seem 
harsh at all. But elsewhere, in Britain for 








example, which was not occupied by the 
Nazis and where there are no laws 
preventing Holocaust denial, anyone 
who has even the slightest sympathy for 
Irving will be as shocked at the sentence 
as he obviously was. Of course the BNP 
and its friends are already calling for an 
end to Holocaust denial legislation 
(which exists in one form or another in 
nearly a dozen countries). What is 
certain is that as a result of the sentence 
Irving’s role as a far-right martyr is now 
pretty much assured. 


Griffin and Hamza 

We accuse the BNP of a lot of things 
but one thing of which the BNP cannot 
be accused is not having its say. 
The loudmouth party knows whom to 
blame for every little problem in society 
— the Muslims, no matter what the 
question. Of course if it is a very big 
question that involves economics then 
the answer is international bankers and 
globalisers — the Jews. 

But among all the free speech 
opportunities that came the BNP’s 
way in February there was one about 
which the BNP didn’t have much to say 
at all and that was the conviction of 
Abu Hamza. Strange one might think? 
Not when one recalls that Griffin and 
Hamza shared a platform in a debate 
about “freedom of speech” at a 
Radio Festival organised by the Radio 
Academy in 2002. This was a significant 
event at the time for it had come in 
the wake of attempts by the BNP to 
overturn “No platform for racists and 
fascists” policies in universities. 

Griffin said in an article in the BNP 
magazine Identity afterwards that there 
were points that he and Hamza agreed 
upon. And there is plenty for them to 
agree on. They both believe in Jewish 
conspiracy theory, both believe that 
Muslims and non-Muslims cannot live 
harmoniously side by side, and both 
have some rather curious views on the 
Holocaust. More generally, the radical 
political Islamists and fascists also share 
similar hostility towards gay people and 
women’ rights. The BNP claims that 
it speaks up for white Britons in 
response to a Muslim onslaught and the 
radical political Islamists argue that 
white society's inherent racism makes 
their existence absolutely necessary. 
They even use and need each other's 
existence to affirm their own. Put simply, 
the BNP and the radical political 
Islamists are effectively two sides of the 
same coin. And we all know what kind 
of freedom of speech there has been 
when their type have taken power. ~< 


DENMARK 
Domestic policy goes global 


The slow-burning international so-called “cartoon controversy” 
that erupted on a world scale actually began last September with 
the publication of 12 caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad in the 
regional newspaper, Jyllands-Posten. However, to understand fully 
the issues involved and the massive reaction the cartoons have 
sparked one has to go further back in time and dig deeper politically. 


Anne Jessen for Demos and Antifa-Net in Copenhagen examines events. 


t was no coincidence that Jyllands-Posten went ahead with 


Jyllands-Posten chose to publish 
the 12 cartoons. The paper 
purports to be liberal but supports 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen's liberal/ 
conservative government, an admin- 
istration that depends on _ the 
parliamentary support of the Danish 


publication of the drawings despite 
being advised against by researchers 
into religion. That decision came in the 
wake of the re-election of Rasmussen's 
coalition in February 2005 and the 
headway made by the DPP, which took 
24 seats in the 179-seat parliament. 


People’s Party (DPP), a populist, right- Because the Liberals and Con- 
wing party whose campaigns reflect an _—servatives were unable to form a 
obsession with immigration and Islam. — majority together, it has fallen to the 


Protesters climb-over the 
gate of the Danish.) 
Embassyin Tehran on'6 
February. Police used 
tear gas to disperse 
lalUlare leave (Melar- late] a 
protesters who hurled 
stones and fire bombs in 
the second attack on a 
Western embassy in the 
Iranian capital over the 

Muhammad cartoons. 

. Pietite: AP: Photo/Hasan 
»Sarbakhshian 














A 








DPP to act as Rasmussen's 
parliamentary guarantor. As a reward 
the DPP, which has soared in the 
opinion polls since the onset of the 
cartoons row, is allowed to exercise a 
major influence on government policy. 

This has resulted in a restrictive 
integration policy in which, immigrants 
seeking to bring their family to 
Denmark must be at least 24 years old, 
provide bank collateral of 50,000 Danish 
kroner (44,600) and have a residence of 
at least 50 square metres. They must also 
affirm that their personal association is 
more with Denmark than with their 
country of origin. 

Conditions for permanent residence 
have similarly been tightened up. 
Anyone wishing to apply for a 
permanent residence permit must have 
lived in Denmark for seven years, pass 
a Danish language test and sign a 
solemn declaration to respect Danish 
laws and values. 

To apply for citizenship, one has to 
have nine years’ residence and pass a 
higher level language test and a 
stringent test on Danish cultural and 
public affairs. Applicants must also not 
owe money to public institutions, 
have been employed in four of the 
previous five years and not have violated 
certain penalty clauses. 

Victims of torture and otherwise 
traumatised refugees who might 
have learning difficulties and be unable 
to pass a language test cannot apply 
for exemption. Denmark receives 500 
quota refugees a year and the 
government wants these refugees to be 
literate, thereby creating a better 
“potential for integration’. 

Those hardest hit by the 
government’s “get tough” policies have 
been the country’s 200,000 Muslims 
who make up 2% of the population 
but have been denied permission to 
build mosques and even to have their 
own cemeteries. 

In recent years, human rights 
organisations have consistently pointed 
to Denmark's violation of inter- 
nationally recognised human rights 
conventions only to have their 
accusations equally consistently rejected 
by the government. 


Anti-Islamic rhetoric 

Anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim 
rhetoric has become more prominent in 
recent years, closely mirroring the 
harshness of government legislation. 
The reality is that the government and 
the DPP have launched a struggle of 
culture and values. The result is a clash 
with the left and the entire social 
democratic project but more sig- 
nificantly a clash with Islam. Ten years 
ago, it was just “immigrants” who were 





Julius Borgesen, spokesman of the far-right 
Danish Front 


in the crosshairs of right-wing policy. 
Today, it is Muslims and Islam. 

The prejudices of the public 
proponents of this Kulturkampf are 
vented openly. Kristian Thulesen Dahl, 
a DPP MB, has said that “Islam is the 
biggest threat to world peace since 
the fall of communism. It is a direct 
threat to the West, is eating us up from 
the inside and is destabilising our 
structure of society in a real cuckoo-in- 
the-nest manner.” 

The DPP MEP Mogens Camre, a 
colleague of Dahl, went further, 
lambasting Muslims as “a growing 
underclass of human beings who will 
never be integrated but who will day by 
day tear Danish society apart because 
Islamic culture disrupts any society.” 

Such racist thinking permeates 
Danish politics right to the top as 
exemplified by the Conservative 
minister of culture, Brian Mikkelsen: 
“We have also started a struggle against 
the multicultural ideology which says 
that everything is equally” good. 
Because, if everything is equally 
good then everything is indifferent. 
And we wont accept that. A medieval 
Muslim culture can never be as valid 
as Danish culture here at home which, 
this being so, has grown out of the old 
piece of land situated between Skagen 
and Gedser and between Dueodde and 
Blavandshuk. The struggle of culture 
and values has now raged for some 


years. And we can, I believe, note that 
first half is about to be won.” 

Presumably, the second half 
has kicked off with the publication of 
a set of cartoons deliberately designed 
to offend. 


Extremists muddy the waters 
After five months in which the cartoons 
have been part of public debate in 
Denmark, the issue flared up globally. 

In discussion about the cartoons in 
Denmark, the main issue was not 
freedom of speech, although it has now 
become part of the debate, but the 
offence to, and singling out of, an entire 
group within the population. 

Muslims have lived in Denmark 
for many years and many are Danish 
citizens but in recent years they have 
experienced escalating stigmatisation 
and discrimination. They have little 
political influence and generally suffer 
a level of social exclusion that goes a 
long way to explain why their protests 
after publication of the cartoons were 
ignored. 

It is in this context that much of the 
anger in Denmark over the cartoons 
should be seen, an anger rooted as much 
in government policy as in religion. 
Most Muslims in Denmark do not 
attend mosques. According to Tim 
Jensen, the leader of the Institute of 
Philosophy and Religion at Syddansk 
University, only between 15,000 and 
20,000 do so. Of these, only a very 
small number can be regarded as 
fundamentalists or Islamists but it is 
this tiny minority represented by 
Hitzb ut-Tahrir, for example, that has 
taken up the issue and turned it into an 
extremist direction. 

The biggest traditionalist Arab 
Muslim community in Denmark, the 
Islamic Religious Community, headed 
by imam Abu Laban, reacted to the 
cartoons and the government’s refusal 
to meet ambassadors from 11 Muslim 
nations by sending a delegation to 
confer with religious representatives in 
the Middle East. According to the 
Danish press, the delegation spread 
deliberate misinformation by showing 
vulgar fake cartoons that Jyllands-Posten 
had not published. This act poured 
petrol on the fire. Meanwhile, the vast 
majority of Denmark’s Muslims just 
want the matter settled. 

In addition to Muslim extremists, 
right-wing extremist groups have made 
it their business to fish in troubled 
waters. Racist and ultra-right groups 
such as the Danish Front, Stop 
Islamisation of Denmark and Free 
Denmark are feverishly reenergising 
themselves with anti-Islamic demon- 
strations and obscene racist attacks on 
Muslims on their websites. 


The revisionist Danish Society for 
Free Historical Research has used the 
discussion about free speech to publish 
sick and offensive antisemitic cartoons 
on its website. And, as was to be 
expected, the Danish National Socialist 
Movement (DNSB) has climbed on the 
bandwagon, taking part in small anti- 
Muslim protests and using its website 
for agitation. 

The DPP meanwhile continues its 
struggle for “values” in the respectable 
corridors of parliament and in the 
public domain despite Rasmussen’s 
belated call, under the intense pressure 
of international events, for calm and 
sobriety. One DPP MP even took 
part in an SMS texting campaign 
that called for a boycott of Muslim- 
owned shops. 

What is clear is that the extreme right 
has jumped at the chance to use the 
cartoons controversy to make its anti- 
immigrant and anti-Islamic ideas more 
visible and to campaign for them. 

The worldview of many Danes has 
been turned upside down. With pictures 
and television footage from abroad 
showing Danish institutions under 
attack, the Danish flag burned and 
ordinary Danes threatened, the cartoons 
issue has become a perverse “struggle for 
the defence of Denmark” to which many 
Danes have unthinkingly signed up. 

The rage against Denmark, Europe 
and the West in general in many Muslim 
countries took off with the cartoons but 
it is also partly an expression of political 
power by extremist organisations and 
manipulation by reactionary regimes in 
their own favour. 

In Afghanistan, the Taleban have 
used the demonstrations against 
Denmark as a launch pad _ for 
mobilisation. In Syria, where there are 
conflicts over internal issues and over 
Lebanon and where nothing happens 
spontaneously, the massive and violent 
demonstrations could not have taken 
place without the permission of the 
Baathist dictatorship. This regime must 
be held responsible for the attack on the 
Danish embassy in Damascus. In Saudi 
Arabia too no boycott of Danish goods 
would be possible without the 
authorisation of its feudal rulers. 

And the world has seen how Iran's 
reactionary president, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, is using the cartoons to 
harden his position in his conflict with 
the West over Iran’s nuclear programme 
and to whip up the vilest antisemitism. 

It is far from clear what will 
emerge from all this but it is a measure 
of the current delicacy of relations 
between the liberal West and the 
Muslim world that a relatively minor 
incident in Denmark has sparked off a 
world cause célébre. ~<a 


THE CARTOONS AFFAIR: A chronology 

30 September 2005 Jyllands-Posten 

publishes 12 cartoons of the Prophet MORGENAVISEN 
Muhammad on its front page under the Jyllands-Posten 
headline “The faces of Muhammad”. 

12 October Ambassadors from 11 Muslim countries request a meeting 
with Danish Prime Minister Rasmussen to demand that he dissociate 
himself from the drawings. Rasmussen refuses to meet them. The Egyptian 
ambassador, angered by Rasmussen's arrogance, and the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry start intense lobbying. This has a major impact on how the 
situation develops. 

14 October More than 3,000 Muslims demonstrate in Copenhagen 
against the cartoons. 

19 October Rasmussen refuses to take part in the public discussion citing 
freedom of speech as his reason. 

28 October Eleven Muslim organisations report Jyllands-Posten to the 
police for infringement of the blasphemy and racism laws. 

7 December Fifty-six countries in the world Muslim organisation, the 
Organisation of Islamic Conferences, complain about the drawings after 
the UN's High Commissioner of Human Rights takes up the issue. 

29 December After a delegation of the Danish Islamic Religious 
Community meets religious representatives in several Middle East 
countries, the chairman of the Arab League criticises the Danish 
government's handling of the situation. 

5 January 2006 The Danish Foreign Minister Per Stig Maller intervenes 
and makes an agreement with Amr Moussa, general secretary of the 

Arab League, to “settle the case”. 

9 January The Danish People’s Party calls the members of the Islamic 
delegation traitors. The Danish Islamic Religious Community responds by 
reporting the party to the police for defamation. 

28 January The boycott of Danish products in the Middle East increases 
and economic fallout for Danish companies prompts the umbrella 
organisation Danish Industry to call for Jyllands-Posten to apologise. 

30 January Jyllands-Posten apologises and Rasmussen finally dissociates 
himself from the cartoons. 

31 January It is too little too late as waves of Muslim demonstrations and 
attacks against Danish and other European institutions take place. 

3 February Rasmussen invites foreign diplomats to a meeting to explain 
his government's position while the DPP campaigns to expel imams living 
from Denmark. 


4 February The racist Danish Front arranges an anti-Islamic march 
(pictured above) in Hillerad, 30 km north of Copenhagen. Fewer than 

50 people attend. They include the leading nazi Jonni Hansen, other DNSB 
members and a handful of Swedish nazis. 


11 February Naser Khader, an MP for De Radikale, which strongly opposes 
the DPP, sets up Democratic Muslims to start a dialogue with the Danish 
population and to call on Rasmussen to loosen his government's ties with 
the DPP, a demand echoed by other parties in parliament. 


12 February The racists of Stop the Islamisation of Denmark and 

Free Denmark arrange a demonstration in Odense but mobilise only 

30 people. According to the police, 25 Muslim graves have been 
shockingly desecrated in Seedding, near Esbjerg. Nearby Christian 

graves were untouched. Hizb ut-Tahrir extremists rally a thousand people 
in Copenhagen. 





Nazism and Islamism 
unite against democracy 


By Mikael Ekman for Expo and 


Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


A SHARED DEEP hatred of Jews and 
democracy has brought together Patric 
Hermansson, a leading Swedish nazi, 
and Abdu Raouf, an Islamist extremist. 

Correspondence between them, 
obtained by Searchlight’s Swedish sister 
magazine Expo, dramatically reveals 
how this twisted duo want to wipe out 
democracy and wage bloody war against 
the Jews. 

Raouf, who lives in Gothenburg, is an 
active supporter of the London-based 
right-wing Islamic movement Ansar al- 
Sharia. In June 2004, he contacted the 
nazis of the National Socialist Front, 
openly urging them in an email 
message to launch armed struggle 
against democracy. “What I mean is 
that if you really want to change things 
you have to do that, with ARMS start a 
battle against these communist and 
Jew gays in the government” he said. 
“For example, storm Rosenbad [the 
seat of the Swedish government] with 
50 brothers.” 

Inspired by this rhetoric, Hermansson, 
an NSF member and its former 
webmaster, contacted Ansar al-Sharia’s 
Swedish website. This site, now closed, 
openly supported the al-Qaeda terrorist 
network. Hermansson’s clear intention in 
making contact was to express his 
backing for those responsible for the site 
and thank them for articles on it which, 
he said, “give facts about the Jew and 
Evil”. He signed off his message: “Good 
luck to your battle against the Jew and 
democracy, the Western evil, Death to 
DEMOCRACY!!!” 

Raouf is in fact a 28-year-old 
Swede from Angered near Gothenburg. 
After converting to Islam in 1997, he 
changed his name from Ralf Wadman 
to Abdu Raouf. On the internet, 
however, he operates under the 
name Abu Usama el Swede and has 
already come to the attention of the 
media for encouraging Muslims to 
murder the maverick Christian 
preacher Runar Ségaard. 

After Sdégaard delivered a sermon at 
the Philadelphia Church in Stockholm, 


which ridiculously claimed that 
the Prophet Muhammad was 
a paedophile, Raouf wrote on 
his website: “It is a Muslim’s 
duty to extinguish this Kafir’s 
[unbeliever’s] life”. 


Coup d’état 
Such a deranged individual as Raouf 
obviously had the same sort of violent 
intent that nazis so much admire. 
When Hermansson sent his email, 
he received an effusive answer from 
Raouf. “First I want to thank you for 
your support. Then I just want to say 
that the Jew problem and Democracy is 
a THREAT against the population of 
the world. The Jews and their allies, the 
US, are the ones who represent disorder 
and damage to the world order.” 

By the time of the second email 
exchange between Raouf and 
Hermansson, discussion was already 
well under way about how they could 
spread their toxic message and fulfil 
their declared aims of extinguishing 
democracy and the Jews. 

Hermansson, of course, was keen but 
Raouf, not easily satisfied, wanted 
more. The NSF, he argued, should be 
more radical and take up terrorism. 
In an email he told the nazi: “... I am 
sorry to say that I still regard your fight 
as a little uncommitted and miss a 
REAL will among many of your 
brothers ... Look for example at when 
our leader Usama Bin Ladin (May God 
Protect Him) blew up some American 
embassies and then the Twin Towers 
on September 11. Do you know how 
many Muslims started living as 
Muslims after that? Yes, a war is 
justified. Look at Hitler, how he grew 
during the war, how popular he and his 
ideology became.” 

The reference to Hitler evidently 
impressed Hermansson and in his 
reply he extended his full support to 
Islamist terrorism: “I personally think 
it is every man’s right to fight for 
himself, as we Swedes do and I could 
easily stand up for you Arabs to get 












above: Patric Hermansson, Swedish nazi 
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your freedom back ... It is every sound 
person’s duty to stop Sharon & Bush 
and company.” 

His email exchanges with Hermansson 
are not Raouf’s 


first contact with B= 


Swedish nazism. Long before he 
discovered and adopted Islam, Raouf was 
a national socialist and listened avidly to 
the white power band, Division. 
Justifying his conversion to Islam, Raouf 
described his change of mind to 
Hermansson: “... I changed opinions 
rather radically so now I have believed in 
Islam for around eight years (or in your 
eyes a race traitor).” 


Media attention 

Raouf has not only contacted 
nazis. He likes being on a bigger 
stage than the shaven-headed louts 
of the NSF can provide. The big 
tabloid daily Aftonbladet revealed in 
November last year that Raouf had on 
two occasions been in contact with 
an 18-year-old man from Kungilv 
who had been arrested in Sarajevo 
in October on suspicion of preparing 
for terrorism. 

The detained youth's father identified 
Raouf as his son’s role model, telling 
Aftonbladet: “My son said that the 
Swede was a better Muslim than 
others”. Raouf strongly denies being a 
source of inspiration for the 18-year-old 
would-be terrorist. 

Mehmet Kaplan, a spokesman for 
young Muslims in Sweden, expressed 
amazement at Raouf’s opinions. 
“I have never heard anything as crude 
as that,” he said, explaining that the 
nazi-turned-Islamist’s opinions “do 
not represent Islam”. Pointing out that 
individuals such as Raouf only 
represent themselves and not a group, 
Kaplan added: “This is a marginalised 
phenomenon and a marginalised 
individual”. 

Hermansson’s own flirting with 
Raouf is far from unique. Swedish 
nazis are always on the lookout for 
antisemitic playmates. In February 
2003 NSF representatives turned up 
in Iraq just before the US and British 
invasion. According to Bjorn 
Bjorkqvist, the NSF’s “publicity 
manager” at the time, the junket 
was paid for by the Iraqi regime, 
which, if that is true, must have been 
truly desperate. 

In the same year, Curt Linusson, the 
boss of the loony nazi paramilitary 
organisation Legion Wasa, held talks 
with diplomats at the Iraqi Embassy in 
Stockholm. Under discussion, it 
appears, was an offer of military 
assistance from Linusson who had 
requested readers of his website to 
accompany him to Iraq. Just five people 
from Legion Wasa volunteered to go to 
Iraq and fight for Saddam, but the 
project never materialised. The Iraqi 
government was not prepared to cough 
up the airfares and the US forces were 
able to breathe sighs of relief. ~< 


From Ralf Wadman to Ab 


By Daniel Olsson for Expo and Antifa-Net in Gothenburg 


DRUGS, CRIMINALITY, divorce and 
hatred of the police: Abdu Raouf, the 
nazi who found Islam while in prison for 
violence, has a stormy past. 

Raouf first came to public attention after 
an incident on a light summer evening in 
June 1993 in which an immigrant, known 
only as “Reza’, was walking alone near the 
Surte Lake in Gothenburg. As he strolled 
along a footpath, a gang of skinheads 
appeared. Reza sensed the danger and ran 
but the skinheads caught up with him and 
beat him severely. 

Some months later, a 15-year-old 
blue-eyed man with dark, straight hair 
was charged and convicted for the 
assault. He was part of a nazi skinhead 
gang that the police held responsible for 
a lot of violence in the area. His name 
was Ralf Wadman. He was later to 
change his name to Abdu Raouf. 

On probation, Wadman described his 
childhood as good. His father worked for 
the local council and his mother was at 
home on a disability pension. After 
dropping out of lower comprehensive 
school, Wadman mixed _ frequent 
unemployment with a variety of 
vocational training placements. One of 
these placements involved training girls 
to play handball but he left the post 
after being accused of thefts from the 
club office. 


‘It was just an interview’ 
By Mikael Ekman and Maria Blomquist for EXPO and Antifa 


ABDU RAOUF freely admits his nazi 
past but has no hesitation about 
repeating his malicious anti-Jewish 
comments. At the same time, in an 
interview with Expo conducted by 
email, he says: “In my early youth | 
spent a lot of time there. | was 
rather young and no direct nazi in 
that sense. Met some people and did 
some ‘mischief’ but nothing special. 
Left those ideas rather early when 
being 15 or 16.” 

Raouf, however, sees nothing 
strange about his contact with Patric 
Hermansson from the _ National 
Socialist Front (NSF) and claims that 
it was only about an_ interview. 


“He wanted to ask a couple of 
questions and we had some mail 
conversations’, he explains. 

In one of his letters to Hermansson, 


His next job as a student support 
counsellor at schools in Angered ended 
when he was again charged with violent 
offences, this time against Swedish 
youngsters and the police. 

He had much earlier put his nazi and 
skinhead past behind him and, sporting 
a big golden cross ona gold chain round 


his neck, Wadman was able to obtain a ~ 


vocational training post at the Catholic 
Church in Angered. 


But he was no man of peace and » 


goodwill. On the contrary, he 
was already a notorious police hater, 
having obtained his first conviction for 
anti-police violence in September 1996. 
It was to be followed by others as 
threatening police officers increasingly 
became part of his life. 

In May 1997 Wadman was identified 
as one of the driving forces behind a 
brawl between 20 to 30 youngsters 
and the police in Hammarkullen. 
When questioned, he claimed that 
often everything went black before his 
eyes and he then committed violent 
crimes without remembering anything 
afterwards. The court was not convinced 
and handed him his first prison sentence. 

Before his release in August 1997, 
Wadman converted to Islam. He then 
moved to Morocco where he got 
married and changed his name to Abdu 






Raouf states that the NSF's battle lacks 
commitment and encourages the nazis 
to use arms against Jews and 
communists and to storm Swedish 
government buildings. He 
not deny this quotation in his 
correspondence with Expo but avers 
that it was taken out of context. 


It was, he says, “one of many sentences * 


that were in these mails where we 
compared their struggle and the 
Muslims’ today”. 

While there does not seem to be 
much ground for lasting collaboration 
between the NSF and Raouf, he cannot 
hide his burning hatred of Jews. “I do 
not think that today’s Muslims have 
much use for dismissing Swedish 
democracy ... the Muslims’ battle is 
more to send away the crusaders from 
the Muslim countries. And naturally to 





does . 














































































du Raouf 


Raouf Zelmaten. They had a daughter 
and returned to Sweden but the 
marriage broke up. The divorce 
allegedly hit him hard and set him 
on the path of substance abuse 

including alcohol, cocaine, 

amphetamines and Ecstasy. 

Trouble was inevitable and Raouf 
soon bagged his first drugs 
~ conviction after being arrested near 

the Danish border with nine bags of 
- khat. He was sentenced to eight 
months in jail for drugs smuggling 
and minor offences. Even before 
starting his sentence, he was in 
more trouble when, under the 
influence of cocaine, he again 
threatened police officers with a knife. 

As a result, on 20 November 2003, he 
was jailed for violence, threatening 
police officers and weapons and drugs 
offences. Strangely, at the end of 
December 2003, he chose to revert to 
his old family name, Wadman. 

An assessment from Raouf’s time on 
probation in connection with his most 
recent sentence describes him as a 26- 
year-old man with a violent temper, 
mental problems and long-term alcohol 
abuse. According to the report, when he 
drinks alcohol he easily gravitates to other 
drugs but he wants to change his 
behaviour. ~a 





Net in Stockholm 


clear the cockroaches from Palestine.’ 
Raouf continues to relate how he 
grew up in an ordinary Swedish family 
and says that when young he was very 
| curious about religion and believed 
in God. 

On the Ansar al-Sharia website Raouf 
calls the Jews a great threat against the 
P population of the world, a theme he 
takes up again in his exchange with 
Expo, claiming that democracy, the 
Jews, and the USA and its allies are 
the biggest enemies of Islam. 

Modern nazi ideology believes 
adverse political developments in the 
world are manipulated by a fictitious 
Jewish conspiracy — ZOG, the so-called 
“Zionist Occupation Government”. 
Raouf evidently agrees with this 
conspiracy theory, writing that 
“mainly the Jews are governing in the 
















Abu Usama el Swede 
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background and that is not a 
conspiracy theory but a_ well 
documented fact”. 

Raouf naturally also questions the 
facts of the Nazi Holocaust, labelling 
them “sob stories”. He contends that 
Jews were held in camps that he 
likens to the camps in Cuba and 
Afghanistan where the USA today 
holds Muslims suspected of terrorism 
and collaboration with the al-Qaeda 
terror network. 

When it comes to the state of Israel 
Raouf leaves no doubt whatsoever 
about where his peculiar views and 
strange interpretation of the Koran 
lead him, declaring: “May God curse 
this state. Jews are, briefly, what God, 
the Almighty, has explained in the 
Koran: descendants from monkeys 





and pigs.” << 





NETHERLANDS 
Racists fail to 
stir up hate over 
cartoon row 


From Jeroen Bosch for 
Alert! and Antifa-Net in 
Utrecht 


THE OFFENSIVE CARTOONS first 
published in Denmark have, not 
surprisingly, been reproduced with glee 
on all the websites of the extreme right in 
the Netherlands. Geert Wilders, the 
anti-Muslim politician, has also posted 
them on his website, attracting a legal 
complaint from the Al Thaweed mosque. 

The Amsterdam mosque hit the 
headlines in 2004 and last year by 
selling a book — now under judicial 
investigation — that is alleged to incite 
hatred and call for violence against 
gays and women. So far, however, 
the mosque’s restrained response to the 
cartoons has been indicative of 
the general reaction of the Netherlands’ 
Muslim population. 

The appearance of the cartoons on 
Wilders’s website prompted the 
Islamist organisation Hizb ut-Tahrir to 
give out leaflets in four Dutch cities 
demanding the cartoons’ removal. 
On 10 February, 150 school students 
burned a Danish flag on the streets of 
Maastricht. A planned national Muslim 
demonstration against the cartoons on 
11 February in Amsterdam mobilised 
just a couple of hundred people after all 
the big Moroccan and Muslim 
organisations discouraged participation. 

One extremist outfit that tried hard 
to hijack the issue was the Belgium- 
based Arab European League (AEL), 
which is not popular among Moroccan 
youth in the Netherlands because it 
represents Arabs and not Berbers. 
Most Dutch Moroccans are of Berber 
origin. The AEL published tasteless ( 
antisemitic and Holocaust-denying 
cartoons on its website supposedly “to 
test the limits of freedom of speech”. 
The Centre for Information and 
Documentation on Israel has lodged a 
complaint against the AEL. 

The big debates on Islam and 
integration that have raged in the Dutch 
media and politics since 9/11, the rise 
and fall of Pim Fortuyn and the 
Islamist murder of the film producer 
Theo van Gogh appear to have had 
a sobering effect and produced an 
atmosphere in which people 
prefer to go on living together in * 
peace rather than disrupt s 


~ 


society with hatred. <= - 

















“In the name of Allah, the 
merciful, the graceful” 
Norwegian Muslims 
demonstrate outside 
parliament. 


From Tor Bach for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


“THIS IS NOT NORWAY”, says an 
elderly and not very sober woman 
giving vent to what many Norwegians 
feel these days, as the bomb squad packs 
up its equipment outside a government 
building in Oslo. The mysterious 
suitcase they were looking at turned out 
to be harmless. 

February has been one of the most 
dramatic months in postwar Norwegian 
history, with a political atmosphere that 
enabled all manner of extremists, 
Muslim, Christian and fascist, to crawl 
out of their holes and get more than 
their usual 15 minutes of fame. 

Norway’s turmoil started in Denmark, 
when the regional daily, Jy//ands-Posten, 
published the Muhammad cartoons. 
When Danish Muslim leaders and 11 
ambassadors from Muslim countries 
reacted with fury Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen, the Danish Prime Minister, 
rejected their requests for a meeting with 
a peremptory “no”. 

Even further to the right than 
Jyllands-Posten is the small Christian 
fundamentalist rag Magazinet, mouth- 
piece of the Christian far right in Norway. 


Extremists make little headway in 
attempts to gain from cartoons controversy 


Magaxzinet is owned by Word of Life, a 
Swedish charismatic, fundamentalist 
sect. On 9 January, Eid ul Adha, the 
holiest day in Islam marking the end of 
the haj, Magazinet published the same 
cartoons, claiming bogusly to do so in 
defence of free speech. 

Suddenly, the Middle East erupted 
with tens of thousands of enraged 
demonstrators, who until then had 
known little of Denmark and Norway, 
burning the two countries’ flags in the 
streets. Danish and Norwegian embassies 
in Beirut, Damascus and Jakarta were 
burnt down or stormed by angry mobs. 
Petrol bombs were hurled at embassies in 
Iran and protesters took to the streets 
across the Muslim world. 

While some people, especially on the 
left, have tried to explain the depth and 
ferocity of these protests as an 
expression of the need by reactionary 
regimes to channel the dissatisfaction of 
frustrated masses, the reality is rather 
more complicated. 

There have now been massive 
demonstrations in such different countries 
as South Africa, Nigeria, Indonesia, the 
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Philippines, Iran, Kenya Syria, Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, India, Malaysia 
and Uganda. While the regimes of 
Syria and Iran might well be interested in 
letting frustrated people burn and loot 
foreign embassies, it would be wrong to 
underestimate the genuine fury among 
the millions of Muslims who genuinely 
consider the cartoons to be yet another 
attempt to humiliate the Muslim world as 
part of a crusade against Islam. 

The political situation in Norway 
remains tense. Rumours are still cir- 
culating about possible terrorist attacks 
against Norway and Norwegian political 
and economic interests and about nazis 
planning to bomb or burn this or that 
mosque or Muslim property. 

While the public debate has focussed 
mainly on freedom of speech for 
Norwegian media editors, the people 
who have really had their freedom of 
speech and right to life, liberty and 
individual security limited are those 
who belong to the Muslim minority or 
look like they might belong to it. 

Several people have suffered vicious 
attack, for example the Palestinian man 
who was stabbed in the throat on his own 
doorstep. His attackers asked him, “Why 
are you burning our flag?” referring 
to incidents in. Gaza. A Pakistani 
businessman who had been out with his 
friends drinking beer was accused of 
being a Muslim fundamentalist and 
knocked down. A firebomb was hurled at 
the synagogue in Trondheim, which 
luckily failed to explode, while a mosque 
in Bergen was vandalised. 

Worse than the violence is the feeling 
of insecurity and hatred that has spread 
and festered. Passengers have boycotted 
Pakistani taxi drivers, youngsters from 
minority ethnic communities have been 
frozen out, and highly offensive racist 
comments have become, if not common, 
at least frequent on public transport. 

While the Danish government adopted 
a line of arrogance and confrontation, 
the Norwegian government managed the 
difficult posture of standing on two 
distant tightropes at once: defending 
freedom of speech and _ expressing 
understanding of the fact that Muslims 
have been hurt by the cartoons. 

Imams in Norway have acted 
responsibly and urged their followers to 
stay calm. The Islamic Council of 
Norway has entered into a dialogue with 
the government but also defended the 
country’s dormant anti-blasphemy law. 

Strangely enough, Vebjorn Selbekk, 
the editor of Magazinet, has also been 
one of the staunchest supporters of the 
blasphemy law — just as long as it involves 
blasphemy against the Christian faith. 

While a broad front of almost 60 
organisations, including the Norwegian 
church, youth organisations, human 





Prophet of hate: Christen Krogvig from the 
extreme-right anti-Islam Democrats tries to 
provoke peaceful demonstrators 


rights groups, the trade unions and 
anti-racists, have demanded respect for 
people’s faith and defence of free 
speech, the Norwegian left has been 
very quiet, and the usual ragbag of 
abbreviations has been almost absent 
from the public debate and the streets. 

A broad demonstration of unity 
against hatred, initiated by the Antiracist 
Centre in Oslo on 10 February, passed 
very quietly probably with more priests 
than leftists participating. The only 
visible political statement from a leftist 
group recently was a telegram of 
congratulations from the small Workers’ 
Communist Party to Hamas, after the 
clerical fascist terrorist group won the 
Palestinian elections. 

Despite the turmoil, the only public 
disorder occurred when Jan Simonsen 
and Christen Krogvig from the extreme- 
right and grotesquely misnamed 
Democrats, the political party that wants 
to ban Islam, showed up with a couple of 
friends at a demonstration for mutual 
respect and common values in Oslo. 
Their placards were torn to pieces and 
Simonsen was spat at. 

Less quiet was the demonstration 
staged by young Muslims on 11 
February. Over 1,500 people —- women 
confined to a secluded section at the 
back — chanted, as they marched to the 
Norwegian parliament, “Tagber, Allah 
hu akbar” (Forward, Allah is great). 
The slogans resounded through the 
streets, with green banners and a sea of 
placards waving over angry faces. 

Oslo has never seen such a 
demonstration before. The majority of 
the protesters were people genuinely 
upset by the cartoons but among them 
were some who can only be described as 
religious extremists or clerical fascists: 
young men marching with green face 
masks and white headbands, doing 
their best to brand Norwegian Muslims 
as extremists and potential terrorists. 


Strangely enough, a couple of members 
of a small leftist splinter group also 
marched proudly among these religious 
fanatics looking more than usually like 
lemons in a bag of strawberries. 

The Norwegian extreme rightists 
cowered behind their computer screens 
and tried to gain politically from 
the situation but with little success. 
What they have achieved is to increase 
feelings of insecurity with rumours 
about public Koran burnings, SMS text 
threats to Muslims and the setting up 
on the internet of non-existent anti- 
Islamic groups and fronts such as the 
“Norwegian Front Against Muslims” 
and the “Aryan Volunteer Force”. 

Every two-men-and-a-dog outfit 
going has had a whale of a time, 
publishing its insane material on the 
web. To add grist to the racist mill, 
the only parliamentary alternative 
to the right of the populist Progress 
Party, the Democrats, have relaunched 
their tired old demand for the closure 
of mosques. More than half of 
Norwegians believe it was wrong to 
print the cartoons, and even Selbekk 
finally realised that he had gone too far 


and published an apology to 
Norwegian Muslims. 
After Selbekk’s apology, fewer 


Norwegian flags were burnt in Gaza 
while the Danish flag is still being 
burnt all over the world. A Christian- 
Muslim delegation from Norway is 
doing shuttle diplomacy in the Islamic 
world to calm people down, as things 
are returning to normal at home, at 
least on the surface. 

While the government had the full 
support of parliament at the height of the 
crisis, the Progress Party, probably 
inspired by its Danish brethren in 
extremism, the Danish People’s Party, 
has started to exploit the situation 
and has come up with a raft of bizarre 
demands, including calls for the gov- 
ernment to break all contact with the 
Islamic Council, because it is supposedly 
against free speech. What makes this 
especially strange is that all the imams 
have done is demand enforcement of the 
same law against blasphemy that is 
supported by the Progress Party. 

The political fallout and domestic 
impact of the cartoons controversy on 
Norwegian society has probably been 
greater than that of the fall of 
the Berlin Wall and the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and will affect 
the relations between the majority 
population and the Muslim minority 
for years to come. Worst of all, the crisis 
has given extremists of all stripes all 
over the world a simple recipe for 
causing mayhem. All one needs, it 
appears, is a box of matches, a copy of 
the Koran and a digital camera. ~dl 
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After reading in the 
Spanish press of the 
terrible fate of would be 
immigrants trying to 
enter Europe from Spain 
Terry Fitzpatrick set out 
to find out for himself 
what was really 
happening. He visited the 
Canary Islands and 
Western Sahara in search 
of the truth and, in the 
second of a two-part 
exclusive feature article, 
tells his story for 
Searchlight. Having left 
the Canary Islands, Terry 
now picks up the story in 
Western Sahara 
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shore by civil guards in 
Fuerteventura, August 
2003. Fuerteventura is 
the nearest of the 
Canary Islands to the 
African coast and 
traffickers habitually 
head there from 
Syorviuarciael irelcecaaey 
packing their 
Passengers into 
overloaded boats. 
Picture: REUTERS/ 
Carlos Guevara 


The two Hassans 

My contact to the smugglers is late but 
when he turns up he says that they are 
waiting for me in the old town. I have 
been thinking about the wisdom of 
going to that part of El Aaiun at night 
and tell him that I have changed my 
mind. I have located one of the local 
police stations, there is a coffee shop 
across the road from it and I say that I 
want the meeting there. He makes a call 
on his mobile and after some to-ing and 
fro-ing it is agreed to meet there in 
thirty minutes. I make it clear that my 
passport, money and credit cards are in 
my room and that I am not getting into 
any cars to go anywhere. 

We cross the road and sit outside the 
café. I can see the front door of the 
police station and feel fairly safe, it’s 
only a short dash if anything goes 
wrong. Eventually three men arrive and 
my contact greets them, they all sit 
down and the introductions. start. 
One of them is about sixty and speaks 
Spanish, the other two are in their 
thirties and seem to speak only French 
and Arabic but I can’t be sure. The use 
of an interpreter is an old ruse to give a 
person time to think and is one I have 
used elsewhere in the past. 

They both claim to be called 
Hassan and when I smile they do as 
well. The story they will tell me over the 
next hour is the most detailed account I 
have come across anywhere of how the 
traffickers operate. It is an indictment 
of the Moroccan authorities who not 
only allow the trade to continue but 
profit as well. 

The two men say that they were in 
the trafficking business for about five 
years: originally they worked for one of 
the big smuggling syndicates from the 
north of Morocco but then started up 
on their own. They were paying off the 
Royal Gendarmerie and would tell 
them when they had a shipment 
ready for the Canaries, and the police 
would ensure that the roads were clear. 
The immigrants would be kept in 
rooms and houses in El Aaiun and 
Tarfya until enough were assembled 
when they would be taken down to near 
the beaches and hidden in dry water 
courses or makeshift tents. 

I am interested in the mechanics of 
how people, some of whom have never 


The ultimate 


seen the sea before, managed to 
navigate an open boat a hundred 
kilometres out into the Atlantic. I am 
told that hand-held compasses are 
bought from the Moroccan army. 
One of the asylum seekers is shown 
which bearing to take and as 
Fuerteventura and Lanzarote further to 
the north make up a land mass nearly 
150 km long it is difficult to miss them. 
About halfway out the lights of the 
chain of Spanish lighthouses are visible 
and as long as the boat doesn’t sink or 
capsize they are home and dry. It seems 
that all the outboard motors used to 
power the boats are stolen in Spain and 
that these items are the single most 
expensive part of the operation as they 
can only be used once. 

When the trade first got under way 
there were lots of redundant small boats 
as a result of the collapse of the fishing 
industry and generally these were fairly 
seaworthy. The practice of packing as 
much human cargo into them however 
made them unstable. Very often there 
were only few centimetres of freeboard, 
the distance between the water and 
the edge of the boat, and one large 
wave would swamp it. Most of the 
immigrants could not swim and 
photographs show people wearing 
heavy clothing. I am reminded of one 
headline, “They sank like stones”, when 
a capsize killed thirty. Latterly boats 
have been only just seaworthy enough 
to make the crossing. Roughly nailed 
together they are covered with the kind 
of roofing felt that might be put on a 
garden shed. 

I ask about the routes taken and the 
organisation behind the trade. It is not 
as highly developed as some reports 
have suggested. There are organised 
networks but there is also a lot of 
freelancing. I have been aware that the 
lines on the map of Africa drawn by 
European diplomats in Berlin at the 
end of the nineteenth century were and 
are totally artificial. People have moved 
across borders for years; the last great 
movement of people on this scale was 
the slave trade from sub-Saharan 
Africa to the Arab and later the 
Ottoman north. Word of mouth and 
mobile phones are now the main means 
of running the trade. Smuggling gangs 
as far south as the Democratic Republic 





price for a better life 


of the Congo assemble groups of people 
who want to make the journey and they 
are brought up in trucks and cars. 
Sometimes the traffickers take them as 
far as the border with the Western 
Sahara, others are dumped in the desert 
and made to continue on foot. 

Two of the main assembly points are 
the Mauritanian capital of Nouakchott 
and the border town of Nouadhibou 
further north. In both these towns are 
the representatives of the Moroccan 
gangs that actually send people across in 
boats. Many people simply set out on 
their own; this is particularly true of 
migrants from the closest countries, 
Mali, Niger, Chad, Senegal, the Ivory 
Coast and others, whose citizens set off 
in small groups in cars and pick-up 
trucks or on foot. All will have the 
contact details of people along the way 


who can help them: phone numbers 
and addresses of cafés, shopkeepers 
and merchants are the common 
currency of the trade and are known in 
the villages, towns and cities the length 
of West Africa. 

A hundred and fifty years ago an Irish 
immigrant would set out from Cork 
with an address in New York, Boston or 
San Francisco. Today a pregnant 
woman might set out on foot from 
Gambia with the mobile telephone 
number of a Mauritanian hotel owner, 
but nothing has changed. Somebody 
knows somebody else who has a 
relation who can arrange things. I am 
very conscious that I am being told 
about an economic and social process 
which has been taking place for 
centuries. Three hundred years ago 
manufactured goods, muskets, powder 





and shot would move south and gold 
and slaves north. The trade now is in 
stolen agricultural and construction 
equipment going one way and people 
and drugs the other. 

I want to know about the Asians who 
have been arriving over the past few 
years, I have lived in Bangladesh and I 
am fascinated to know how someone 
from there can get to a remote beach 
in Africa and then into Europe. 
The answer is the haj and trade. 
Within three hundred years of the 
death of the Prophet, Muslim armies 
were in North Africa and Spain, and 
the connection with Arabia was 
established. A line drawn across Africa 
from northern Nigeria to the south of 
Kenya will take in to the north most of 
the countries that are Muslim and from 
where the devout have made the 
pilgrimage. It was also from the ports of 
East Africa that Arab _ traders 
established routes to India and beyond. 
When 21 Bangladeshis arrived in 
Fuerteventura two years ago they were 
simply using religious and trade routes 
more than a thousand years old. 

I want to know about the guardians 
of the water. The two confirm that they 
are involved, they know them and they 
work for one of the major networks 
further north. They also tell me that 
there are rumours of a large group of 
immigrants being assembled at the 
moment. I am still interested in seeing 
the beaches from where the boats are 
launched and offer to pay for a guide 
and a four-wheel drive, but they will not 
be persuaded. They have been forced 
out of the business because, as small fry, 
they could not compete with the bigger 
syndicates. The new measures of the 
Spanish authorities have reduced the 
trade and with less to go around they 
were warned off by the big boys and the 
police. It seems trespassing on the 
beaches is inviting a bullet in the head. 
I feel relieved that I wasn’t able to rent a 
Land Rover. 

It is clear now why they have spoken 
to me. They are angry about the fact 
that after paying bribes for years to the 
police, when the crunch came they 
were the ones who were forced out. 
Market forces have prevailed as they 
always will. One of the last things they 


tell me before we part is that the trade B> 


is continuing but is moving both 
further north and south. Boats are now 
setting off from as far south as the 
border with Mauritania and the 
numbers trying to get into the Spanish 
enclaves in the north are increasing. 

Finally I ask them about the 
drownings and whether any of their 
boats capsized. They are not sure but 
there were reports in the local media of 
bodies on the Canary Island beaches 
shortly after one of their boats had left. 
It is clear from their attitude that they 
are not concerned, they were running a 
business and their customers knew the 
risks. I thank them and walk the few 
hundred metres back to my hotel 
looking up at open windows for signs of 
African faces, but there are none. 

I am satisfied that there is nothing 
more to be learnt in El Aaiun. I had had 
hopes of finding a group of asylum 
seekers somewhere out in the desert and 
interviewing them but it seems too 
dangerous. I fly to Tangier, take a bus to 
Tetuan and then a taxi to Ceuta, one of 
the last two pieces of Spain's empire in 
Africa, where earlier in the year Africans 
had stormed the fence the Spaniards 
erected to keep Africa out of Europe. 


Ceuta 

Here and in the other enclave, Mellila, 
several hundred kilometres towards the 
border with Algeria, is where Africa 
meets Europe. The Moroccan side is a 
mass of old taxis, beggars and people 
trying to carry luggage or selling the 
forms that must be filled in to leave the 
country. Two European women tourists 
have just come through from the 
Spanish side. They are immediately 
pounced on by guides and taxi drivers, a 
fight breaks out over the possession of 
their bags and the police wade in to 
restore order. 

Fifteen minutes later my _ air- 
conditioned taxi drops me off at an air- 
conditioned hotel. I leave my passport 
at reception while the formalities are 
completed and head for the bar. 1 am 
back in a world of taxis with meters and 
goods in shops with prices on them but 
more importantly one where people can 
see they have a future and do not have 
to risk their lives in leaking boats or 
climbing razor-wire fences to achieve a 
roof over their heads and enough to eat. 

There is a Spanish newspaper in 
the bar: 76 people have landed in two 
boats in the Canaries, they have come 
from El Aaiun. I have no proof that 
they were in the buildings that the 
guardians of the source didn’t want me 
to go into but there is a very good 
chance they were. 

I will find the same attitude from 
people in this town towards the asylum 
seekers as I will across the straights of 


Gibraltar in a couple of days. Everyone 
I talk to uses words such as invasion and 
swamping. There are no black faces on 
the streets as any that do manage to get 
through are immediately sent to the 
mainland. The events of last summer 
are fresh in everybody’s minds: when in 
desperation the Moroccans began a 
policy of deporting sub-Saharans after 
mass round-ups, desperate people took 
desperate measures and physically 
pulled down the fences or scaled them, 
slashing themselves to pieces on the 
razor wire on top. 

The fence is in fact a double one, 
with a road in-between patrolled by 
the four-wheel drive vehicles of the 
Guardia Civil. In theory once in 
the enclaves the migrants would be 
entitled to claim asylum, but of late 
anyone who got over the fences would 
simply be handed back to the 
Moroccans. This, coupled with 
escalating round-ups and deportations 
by the Moroccan authorities under 
increasing EU pressure, triggered the 
panic that led to the storming of 
the fences and the shooting dead of 
five Africans last September. A local 
newspaper, Sur, reports that an 
Algeciras human rights group has 
called for the wall to be dismantled 
describing it as “muro de la verguenza” 
or wall of shame. The group wants open 
frontiers so that everyone who wishes 
can share in the “riches” of Europe. 
They are lone voices, and unpopular 
ones as well. I have the cutting with 
me when I talk to people as I go around 
the town. Nobody has sympathy for 
them and most are extremely hostile. 
The open borders argument is as 
unpopular in Ceuta as in Dover! 

El Pais reports what is going to be an 
increasing feature of the trafficking. 
A Greek ship has picked up 32 
Africans in a boat which is sinking. It 
had set out from Dhakla hundreds of 
kilometres south of El Aaiun heading 
for Gran Canaria, over 400 km from 
where they were rescued. They were 
attempting to get around the back of 
the detection system that faces the 
African mainland. The Times will report 
over a couple of days before Christmas 
that 30 Africans, Mauritanians and 
Senegalese drowned when their boat 
sank after it had left Nouakchott, the 
Mauritanian capital. They were also 
trying to evade the detection system but 
this time there was no passing freighter. 


London 

Back in London I go through my 
routine of checking the Spanish press 
on the internet. The tragedy continues 
unabated, the boats are still setting out 
but, as I was told, from further and 
further south. Craft that I would not 


put out on a lake in Hyde Park have to 
make journeys of up to a thousand 
kilometres and I am prepared to 
believe a figure in a British Sunday 
paper of as many as ten thousand deaths 
by drowning. 

It is difficult to see any solution to 
the problem. The European Union is 
spending millions of euros on the latest 
hi-tech equipment to detect the 
migrants. Aid in sub-Saharan Africa is 
now tied to taking back as many people 
as Europe wants. Ghana was recently 
given €60 million (£41 million) of aid 
tied to accepting anyone Spain deems 
to be Ghanaian. And all the other 
countries in the region will be forced to 
do the same. 

Yet the very same countries see 
emigration as a safety valve for the 
tremendous pressures they face from a 
host of problems. Also remittances 
from abroad make up a substantial 
proportion of their GDP. The World 
Bank estimates that money sent to third 
world countries is on average twice 
what they receive in aid. 

The promises of all of the countries 
involved to tighten border controls can 
be taken with a pinch of salt. Not only 
are the borders porous but poorly paid 
officials can easily be bribed in a 
continent where bribery is a part of life. 
The merry-go-round continues and 
people die. 

I have begun to use an analogy to 
describe what is happening. I imagine 
that someone has picked up Africa at 
Cape Town and every one on the 
continent is gradually tipping towards 
the Mediterranean and Europe. This is 
the reality of the situation and it is 
one that the European left and 
organisations concerned with the right 
of refugees and asylum seekers refuse to 
recognise. In a generation, the centres of 
Spanish cities have changed beyond 
recognition. The National Statistics 
Institute estimates that there are 1.6 
million people in Spain without 
documentation. They are forced into 
the lowest paid work, driving down 
wage rates, many of them living in 
shanty towns on the outskirts of the 
cities to where the government 
disperses them. This has fuelled the 
resurrection of the right. 

I would have liked to finish on a 
hopeful note but that is impossible. 
Even as I sit in London finishing this 
article there is the possibility that at this 
moment a boat trying to make a 
journey of nearly a thousand kilometres 
has capsized, and another group of 
Africans will never send a penny home 
and another family will forever wonder 
what happened to that loved one for 
whose journey so many sacrifices 
were made. ~= 


International 





Fiore in talks on election deal with Berlusconi 


By Alfio Bernabei 


ELEVEN NAZI-FASCISTS identified 
as the ringleaders of a demonstration at 
the Olimpico Stadium in Rome during 
which swastikas and antisemitic banners 
were displayed in front of television 
cameras will go on trial under the terms 
of the “Mancino Law” that was passed 
by the Italian Parliament in 1993 to 
combat racism. 

The demonstration took place 
during the game between AS Roma 
and Livorno at the end of January. 
One antisemitic banner held aloft as an 
insult to fans of both Livorno and 
Lazio, Roma’s rival club in the Italian 
capital, read “Lazio-Livorno, stessa 
iniziale stesso forno” (Lazio-Livorno, 
same initial, same gas chamber). 
Another displayed the nazi slogan 
“Gott mit uns” that the SS carried 
imprinted in the buckles of their belts. 
Other banners bore the portrait of 
Benito Mussolini. There were also stiff- 
arm Nazi salutes and fascist chants of 
Duce! Duce! Duce!” 

The scale of the demonstration and its 
timing — 48 hours after the ceremonies 
to mark Holocaust Memorial Day — was 
a chilling reminder of the growing 
confidence nazi-fascists have displayed 
in Italian football stadiums over the past 
few years. 

A number of complaints reached the 
nearest police station while the match 
was still going on. Jewish and non- 
Jewish fans wanted to know why the 
referee was not stopping the game. 
According to Riccardo Pacifici, a 
representative of the Jewish community 
in Rome, the police dismissed the 
complaints with an abrupt “get lost”. 

At first the media claimed that the 
demonstration was the work of “ultras”, 
the right-wing fans that follow the Roma 
team. But a two-week investigation by 
DIGOS, the security service, revealed 
something quite different. “They were 
not ‘ultras’ but members of a group called 
Tradizione e Distinzione (Tradition and 
Distinction)” said Giuseppe Pisanu, the 
Interior Minister. “We know them very 
well. They have a radio station, they read 
Mein Kampf: They divulge nazi-fascist 
ideals and books on the history of the SS. 
During the 2003-04 football 


championship they organised a petition 
in favour of Erik Priebke (the Nazi 
criminal).” He added that the group was 
“linked to Forza Nuova”, the movement 
led by Roberto Fiore that forms part of 
the Alternativa Sociale political grouping 
headed by Alessandra Mussolini, the 
Duce’s granddaughter. 

What Pisanu did not say was that 
Forza Nuova (FN) was having talks 
with Casa Delle Liberta (CDL), the 
centre-right coalition that currently 
rules Italy under the leadership of Silvio 
Berlusconi, with a view to negotiating 
an electoral deal at the general election 
in April. The objective of the deal is to 
secure victories for centre-right 
candidates in those areas where even a 
handful of votes may make a difference. 

Fiore, who now feels important 
enough to announce that he is in direct 
talks with the CDL, denied any link 
between FN and the nazi-fascists at the 
stadium and sued the minister for 
defamation. “Perhaps Pisanu’s objective 
is to disrupt the negotiations between us 
and the government at a time when an 
agreement is near”, he said. Perhaps he 
was being sarcastic. Why should Pisanu 
seek to disrupt such negotiations when 
his boss Berlusconi does his best to let 
everyone know that he actively seeks 
alliances with the far right? 

Recently for instance the Prime 
Minister was photographed arm-in- 
arm with Maria Antonietta 
Cannizzaro, the deputy leader of Destra 
Nazionale, Nuovo MSI (National 
Right, New MSI). The MSI was the 
fascist party co-founded by Giorgio 
Almirante after the Second World War. 
This so-called “new MSI” actually harks 
back to the “pure ideology of 1922”, 
the year Mussolini came to power. This 
shows that Berlusconi not only gives 
public support to fascists, but reaches 
out to the most shadowy factions 
alleged to have roots in subversive and 
paramilitary organisations. 

Destra Nazionale Nuovo MSI has 
been accused of being behind an illegal 
“parallel police force” called DSSA 
(Dipartimento Studi Strategici Contro 
il Terrorismo) whose existence was 
mentioned in Searchlight last year (no 


362, August 2005). It was described as 
an offspring of the notorious P2 
Masonic Lodge and Gladio. A former 
policeman who joined DSSA before it 
was closed down told investigators that 
he was invited to “kill Negroes as 
inferior members of society”. 

The head of DSSA, who denies all 
charges, is currently under house arrest, 
which is why Berlusconi could only be 
photographed with his wife, Signora 
Cannizzaro, who acts as deputy 
president of Destra Nazionale Nuovo 
MSI. She said the Prime Minister 
had given her a warm welcome and had 
accepted her offer of an “unconditional, 
structural and organic alliance” at the 
forthcoming elections. 

History shows that this is a natural 
development rather than a surprise. 
In 1994 Berlusconi, who was himself a 
P2 member, came to power with the 
help of fascists and racists such as 
Gianfranco Fini and Umberto Bossi’s 
Lega Nord. At the last general election 
in 2001 Berlusconi entered into an 
electoral deal with Pino Rauti, the 
blackshirt veteran co-founder of the 
terrorist group Ordine Nuovo and 
leading figure of the small MSI 
Fiamma Tricolore party. So why not 
add Fiore and Cannizzaro to the list? 

Many hope that a centre-left victory in 
next month's general election may stem 
the tide of fascist revisionism and nazi- 
fascist advance, but there are some 
worrying mixed signals. Alessandra 
Mussolini is treated with strange respect 
by the left, while her alliance with Fiore 
is hardly ever mentioned. At last month’s 
funeral of Romano Mussolini, the 
dictator's son, among the stiff-arm Nazi 
salutes and chants of Duce! Duce! Duce! 
was a wreath from Walter Veltroni, the 
left-wing Mayor of Rome, anxious to 
pay homage to a “jazz musician” in the 
name of all the citizens of the capital. 

Gerry Gable, Searchligh?'s publisher, is 
among those who remembers when 
Romano Mussolini came to London 
and played in support of Fiore’s fascist 
gang: “Fiore’s thugs really badly beat up 
some young kids who got in to protest”, 
he said. So it wasn’t just jazz he was 
playing. ~= 


Hore News 





By Gerry Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
is following US and European nazi 
organisations by using race hate music 
to spread its message and raise money. 
An hour-long documentary on 
Channel Five on 8 February revealed 
that the new BNP record label, Great 
White Records, hopes to release 13 
albums and turn over £100,000 in its 
first year. 

“It is solely aimed to help the BNP,” 
said David Hannam, the managing 
director, no doubt taking the view that 
where there’s hate there’s brass. 
Hannam is employed in the BNP’s 
Treasury Department and sang the 
Corporal Fox song that featured on 
the BNP’s television broadcast for last 
year’s general election. 

Nazi Hate Rock, an excellent exposé of 
the whole white power music scene, 
produced by the Scottish journalist 
Neil Mackay, follows in the steps of 
the investigative tradition set by 
Searchlight in the 1990s. Our work in 
conjunction with several major 
recording companies, including giants 
such as Sony, ended with the conviction 
of Gareth Leighton Jones, a key fixer 
for the nazi bands. Significantly, the 
court held that hate material such as 
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the Barbecue in Rostock CD was illegal. 
The title was a reference to the fire- 
bombing of a refugee hostel in Rostock, 
a city in the former East Germany. 

After the death of Ian Stuart 
Donaldson, the founding father of 
British hate music, the leaders of the 
nazi terror group Combat 18 fought 
over the spoils, a struggle that ended 
with Charlie Sargent, C18’s former 
leader, and his musician henchman 
Martin Cross sentenced to life 
imprisonment for the murder of Chris 
Castle, a young fellow nazi. 

Searchlight’s booklet on the 
international nazi music scene, White 
Noise, became a best-seller. After its 
publication in 1998 nazi music in the 
UK suffered a rapid decline with fewer 
and much smaller gigs taking place. 
The surviving British bands tended to 
play abroad in Scandinavia, Spain, 
Italy occasionally the USA, as well 
as in the former communist states. 
Ventures into Germany, where the 
government was trying to clamp down 
on local manifestations of nazi music, 
were always risky but occurred, as the 
film showed. 

As Mackay found, when working 
with Devin Burghart, one of our 
US correspondents, the openly nazi 
National Alliance has a huge marketing 
operation that sends out its musical 
messages of hate around the world. 
Much of it consists of recordings by 
British bands and singers. Fans can 


readily purchase this stuff online 
through the obliging services of PayPal 
and several credit card companies. 

Great White Records has its own 
recording studio and a line-up of far- 
right musicians on its books, including 
Rhiannon Griffin, the 15-year-old 
daughter of the BNP leader, and 
Hannam himself. Hannam was sacked 
by the BNP after he received a prison 
sentence alongside Simon Sheppard, 
the nazi hate website designer, for 
issuing extreme antisemitic and racist 
BNP material, but was rapidly 
reinstated after his release. 

Another man involved with Great 
White Records is Chris Telford, a 
leading light in the BNP in the 
Northeast. Telford is also a member 
of Nemesis, one of the best known 
British nazi bands, together with the 
brothers John and Steve Cartwright. 
Steve Cartwright was the man who 
enabled Mackay and Donal Maclntyre, 
who presented the programme, to gain 
access to the BNP and many nazi gigs 
in Britain and abroad. 

As a result of this “betrayal” Steve 
Cartwright has become a major hate 
figure for the nazis including some very 
dangerous nazi Chelsea supporters who 
blame MacIntyre for the imprisonment 
of the two key nazi hooligans at 
Chelsea, Andy “Nightmare” Frain and 
Jason Marriner. They were arrested 
after MacIntyre’s BBC exposé of nazi 
football hooligans. At their trial it was 
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the evidence of Searchlight's 
photographer, the late Michael 

Cohen, that sealed their fate. 

Nazi Hate Rock included videotape of 
the Cartwrights and Scott McLean, the 
deputy chairman of the BNP, at play in 
the Highlands a couple of years ago, 
complete with burning pagan symbols, 
chants of Auschwitz, and hardline racist 
and nazi parodies of Country and 
Western songs sung by the assembled 
thugs in front of young children. 
Searchlight has had a DVD of this 
event on sale since last spring. 

The documentary also revealed 
that the Cartwrights raise money for 
various far-right groups at nazi gigs. 
Searchlight has previously exposed the 
secretive and dangerous British 
Movement as one of the beneficiaries 
alongside the BNP. 

By far the most disturbing revelation 
was that Great White Records is 
intending to give away its CDs outside 
schools, aping the American nazi 
Project Schoolyard. 

The programme was followed by a 
40-minute studio discussion put on by a 
separate production company, Flame. 
Searchlight was concerned at the 
inclusion of Simon Darby on the panel. 
Darby, the BNP’s director of 


information technology, would have 


taken over the BNP 
over the head of Nick 
Griffin's official deputy, 
McLean, had Griffin been 
convicted at his trial last 
month and sent to by prison. 

Searchlight was angered 

that other panellists were 
prepared to debate with him. 
They included Abduraham 
Jafar, a young man from the 
Muslim Council of Britain, 
who is connected with the 
Respect party and the UAF, 
and David Muir, a black church 
leader and deputy chair of the 
Metropolitan Police Authority. 
While we still have strong 
reservations about this breach 
of the “no platform for nazis” 
policy, to which most UK 
anti-fascists adhere, we must 

admit that the demolition of 
the best the BNP could put up 
was a joy to watch. 

It was Lord Lester QC, the veteran 
Liberal Democrat peer, who led the 
attack on Darby, assisted by Mackay. 
While Jafar struggled to make up his 
mind about whether it was many or a 
few Muslims who were involved in 
violent protests, Lord Lester, one of the 
designers of the 1967 Race Relations 
Act and a contributor to the first issue 
of Searchlight in the 1960s, knew exactly 
where to plunge the dagger into Darby. 

Darby had opened by saying that 98% 
of the programme was not about the 
BNP. Pointing out that this was not so 
Mackay asked him about Steve 
Cartwright. Darby’s response was that 
Cartwright had not been a party 
member for the past three years, which 
is strange because Cartwright was one 
of the bodyguards for Griffin and Jean- 
Marie Le Pen at the dinner that the 
BNP put on for the French fascist 
leader in April 2004. Mackay insisted it 
was Cartwright who had given him 
access to all the BNP elements of the 
programme including an interview with 
Griffin which could not be shown for 
legal reasons. 

Asked about Telford, Darby feigned 
no knowledge. Then came the crunch: 
what about McLean and the nazi 
gathering in the Highlands? Sounding 


Singing in the rain: 
Steve Cartwright (right) 
guards Mark Collett in 
Halifax in April 2005 


below Scott McLean 


a bit like Stuart Russell, the BNP press 
officer who calls himself Phil Edwards, 
Darby tried to claim that McLean's 
actions were a parody and it was just a 
private get-together. 

Then Lester engaged Darby on 
racism and antisemitism, to which 
Darby retorted, there you go, Jews and 
Israel, even though Israel had not 
featured in the discussion. Lester put 
him in his place by explaining that the 
UK drew its strength from its mixture 
of citizens, cultures and faiths. This was 
clearly too much for Darby who 
retorted, you people think you are the 
only ones with a Holocaust, what about 
Stalin's mass murder and why are you 
besmirching our people, the whites. 

Darby had disappeared after the 
commercial break. Perhaps someone 
from the BNP with a large hook had 
hauled him out. 

The discussion ended over film from 
the programme of a Swedish nazi singer 
called Saga giving Nazi salutes to her 
audience, a group of really grizzly 
looking thugs in nazi T-shirts who 
returned her obscene gesture. Strangely 
they bore a close resemblance to the 
large men in suits seen daily outside 
Leeds Crown Court escorting Griffin 
to and from his trial. 

True to form the BNP website 
pronounced Darby’s effort a brilliant 
success, as it did Griffin's one-minute 
interview on Newsnight an hour earlier, 
where he appeared down the line 
looking strangely as if he was morphing 
into his own nemesis, the rotund former 
National Front organiser Martin 
Webster. gj 






Home News 


The return of the pest 


by Gerry Gable 


he appointment of Patrick 

Harrington as president of 

Solidarity is a thinly disguised 

attempt to portray the newly 
formed “trade union” as independent of 
the British National Party. It is 
unconvincing not only because all the 
other officers of Solidarity are 
prominent BNP activists, nor even 
because Solidarity is extensively 
promoted on the BNP website together 
with such other “independent” 
organisations as “Civil Liberty” and 
the “Christian Council of Britain’, but 
because Harrington himself was 
politically active alongside Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, through much 
of the 1980s. 

In those days Griffin was not a BNP 
member but one of the leaders of the 
National Front “Political Soldiers”, a 
tiny faction that arose from a series 
of splits in the NF, forerunner of the 
BNP, and believed in “direct action” 
against its opponents on both the left 
and the far right. 

Ever since his troubled school days at 
Pimlico School in southwest London, 
Harrington has been seen by both his 
political colleagues and his opponents 
as a pest and nuisance. His start in life 
cannot have been easy, brought up by an 
older sister who had links with the 
extreme left before she adopted racism 
as her creed and a mother whose 
main interest lay in some weird and 
wonderful parts of the occult. 

When he joined the NF aged around 
14 he was quickly taken under the large 
wing of the party’s national organiser 
Martin Webster, who recognised some 
useful cunning and guile in his makeup. 
Webster quickly planted Harrington 
into the Young Communist League and 
probably also the youth wing of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 

He reported personally to Webster 
and what he learnt became part of the 
information that Webster traded with 
Special Branch, not for money but in 
return for intelligence that helped 
Webster keep infiltrators out of the NF. 

Later, but still in his teens, 
Harrington became an officer of the 
NF’s Wandsworth branch, noted for 


publishing some of this country’s first 
fascist hit lists of opponents. 

After the fascist bombing of Bologna 
railway station in 1980, which killed 85 
people, a group of Italian fugitives from 
justice arrived in Britain. Harrington, 
Griffin and Derek Holland were 
constantly in their company. This was 
at Webster’s request because he saw 
these dangerous men and women as a 
potential threat to the NF, which had 
lost support after Margaret Thatcher 
turned the Conservative Party to the 
right and scored a resounding election 
victory in 1979. Webster, who did not 
mind a bit of political rough and 
tumble, drew the line at bombers, 
assassins and armed robbers. 

What Webster had not envisaged 
was an abject betrayal by his lackeys. 
In 1983 Webster and his closest allies in 
the NF were ousted in a coup in which 
Harrington played a major role. 

Soon afterwards Harrington and the 
NF came to the attention of the media 
following an attempt by students and 
some staff to oust him from his course 
at North London Polytechnic. Students 
picketed his lectures and Harrington 
turned up with a strong-arm team of 
NF members led by the Young National 
Front leader Joe Pearce. 

Harrington took legal action against 
the college with help from Tessa 
Sempick, a young lawyer and wife of 
Richard Verrall, who under the 
pseudonym Richard Harwood wrote 
the notorious pamphlet Did Six Million 
Really Die?, one of the NF’s early 
attempts to deny that the Holocaust 
happened. Harrington was being taught 
alone in the college library and Sempick 
had to go along and almost drag him 
out at the end of the day as he was 
terrified of the growing numbers of 
protesters outside. Yet it was not as 
though he was in any danger with the 
numbers of police protecting him as 
well as the YNF gang. 

When the NF could get enough 
people together on a weekend they 
would go to Chapel Street Market in 
Islington, north London, to attack anti- 
fascists selling papers there. Usually 
Harrington would hide behind their 


ranks but one weekend, much to the 
amusement of both sides, Harrington 
stood out in front, shouted “charge” and 
ran forward towards the anti-fascists, 
not realising that the rest of the NF 
were not following because they were so 
sick and tired of him. Seconds later he 
had to pick himself up of the ground 
and skulk away. 

When a young woman working in a 
leftwing bookshop in Islington was 
attacked in broad daylight and left with 
two fractures of the skull. Harrington 
was recorded extolling this type of 
political activity. 

Harrington revealed more of his 
nature during the second struggle to 
control the NF in 1986, when he 
headed the Political Soldiers faction 
alongside Griffin, Holland and Graham 
Williamson. Their attempt to take over 
the newly emerging white noise music 
and Rock Against Communism scene 
was met by fierce opposition from 
Pearce and others, who claimed that 
money raised from the music was 
vanishing into the hands of the 
Political Soldiers. The late Ian Stuart 
Donaldson, leader of the nazi band 
Skrewdriver, complained that his 
mother, who was suffering from cancer, 
was being bombarded by hate material 
from the Political Soldiers. 

Despite Harrington’s many years 
of activity in the NF, Griffin and 
the politically sharper leaders of the 
Political Soldiers still saw him as little 
more than their errand boy. 

As the Political Soldiers’ interest in 
terrorism grew, they started to look for 
outside help and turned to some very 
diverse people. They courted both sides 
in Northern Ireland, praised Louis 
Farrakhan, the antisemitic black leader 
in the USA, and thought that the 
Ayatollah Khomeini was the bee’s knees. 

But it was Libya that attracted them 
most as its leader, Colonel Gaddafi, was 
funding terror groups around Europe 
from the IRA to various groups in Italy. 
After many months of negotiations the 
Libyan Foreign Ministry invited Griffin, 
Holland and Harrington to Tripoli. 

As far as we know no cash changed 
hands but they came away with a deal in 








which they would receive a huge 
quantity of the Gaddafi’s Green Book 
which they could sell exclusively in the 
UK. They could add this to their 
exclusive UK right to sell Farrakhan’s 
hate sheet, The Final Call. 

It did not take long before 
Harrington fell out with Griffin and 
Holland. One day he turned up at Time 
Out magazine in London with three 
photographs taken in Libya. With the 
words “do what you like with them,” 
he handed them to a senior journalist 
who Harrington knew was in touch 
with Searchlight. 

The Press Council rejected a number 
of Harrington’s complaints against 
Searchlight and his threats of legal 
action came to nothing. One day he 
turned up at the home of Searchligh?’s 
editor at the time and snatched a 
photograph of the house. The editor 
laughed at him, saying “make sure you 
get my best side” and Harrington 
quickly fled after his muscular 
boyfriend ran away and left him at the 
first sign of trouble. 

The photograph appeared in 
National Front News in January 1990 
under the headline “Gotcha Gable”. 
But it was Searchlight that had the last 
laugh as it was the last edition the NF 
ever produced. 

Harrington has spent the past 16 
years running Third Way which has a 
tiny membership but still maintains 
links with Williamson’s community- 
based group in Havering. His attempt 
to run a website design company seems 
to have floundered and his employment 
on the railways in Scotland, where he 
had moved and married, was short- 
lived when the RMT union decided it 
did not want a member of his type in 
its ranks. 

So what does the future hold 
for Harrington now that his old 
Political Soldier boss has brought him 
into the BNP fold to run Solidarity? 
About as little as the prospect of 
Solidarity attracting any genuine 
trade unionists. ~ 
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The life and times of Patrick Harrington 


1964 
1979 
1981 


1983 
1984 


1984 
1984 


1985 
1985 


1985 
1985 
1986 
1986 


1987 


1987 
1988 
1988 


1989 
1989 


1989 
1989 


1990 


1990 


1990 
1990 


1992 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1997 
1997 
1997 


1997 


1998 


2000 


2003 


2003 
2004 
2004 
2005 
2006 


Born. 
Joins the National Front (NF) after a brief spell in the Young Communist League. 


Secretary of the Wandsworth NF branch. Under the wing of Martin Webster, NF national organiser, he 
spies on rival factions within the NF including those circles around the exiled Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore. 
Harrington turns on Webster helping Griffin and Fiore push him out of NF. 
Attends North London Polytechnic amid widespread protest from students. Harrington obtains a court 
injunction to stop the picketing of his lectures which goes on regardless. 
(August) Leads attempted attack on a London art gallery. 

December) Director of North London Polytechnic resigns after refusing to discipline Harrington for 
racist comments. 

January) Harrington isolated at North London Polytechnic and taught separately. 

Takes part in LBC independent radio show; libels Searchlight and loses complaint to Press Council 
against the News of the World for calling the NF a violent organisation. 

Appointed NF legal officer. 

(November) Fails in a bid to get a libel summons against a student union officer. 

Sides with the “political soldier’ faction during an NF split. 

(December) Arrested and his house is searched after the HM Customs and Excise allegedly intercepts a 
package of ammunition addressed to his house. 
Involved with the NF “White Noise” Club selling Nazi hate rock. He is later publicly criticised, as is Nick 
Griffin, by lan Stuart Donaldson, the nazi band leader, for milking the nationalist scene for money. 
Organises “dirty tricks” against Searchlight journalists. 
September) visits Libya as a quest of Colonel Gaddafi with Nick Griffin and Derek Holland. 
November) Disciples of Chaos documentary (Channel 4) exposes “political soldiers”. In an interview 
Harrington refuses to condemn IRA terrorism. 

January) Searchlight reveals Harrington's role as a Special Branch and MI6 informer. 


February) Searchlight alleges Harrington betrayed the Blood and Honour network by leaking details 
of their bookings causing halls to be withdrawn and gigs cancelled. 

June) Harrington's complaints to the Press Commission against Searchlight and Channel 4 both dismissed. 
‘Political soldier” tendency splits; Griffin et a/ form International Third Position; Harrington seemingly 
isolated on the farther shores of the far right. 
January) Harrington publishes Gerry Gable’s address in the final edition of National Front News, 
subsequently republished in Scorpion, a national socialist ideological magazine. 

February) Helps organise international IONA conference run by Michael Walker, an NF organiser and 
Fiore’s one-time landlord. 
March) Votes for disbandment of the NF and forms Third Way. 

Harrington meets foreign affairs spokesman for Nation of Islam in New York. The trip is paid for by 
Eric Galati, a close associate of Robert Fiore. 

Publishes Counter Culture, an arts magazine, to complement Third Way. 

(June) Third Way conference addressed by black extremist leader Osiris Akkebela. 

Harrington “in touch” with members of the Revolutionary Conservative Caucus. 

Third Way fields four candidates in election. 

Harrington tries to link up with green and environmental concerns. 

A member of the Algerian Islamic Salvation Front addresses the annual Third Way conference. 
(May) Two Third Way members contest Hornchurch and Broxbourne in the general election receiving 
0.37% and 0.59% respectively. Supports Referendum Party. 
(September) Harrington enrols for a postgraduate teaching course at the Avery Hill, Eltham campus of 
Greenwich University. As a trainee lecturer he teaches one course on Information and Technology at 
Hammersmith and West London College before being asked to leave. Completes course. 
(May) Third Way member Brent Cheetham comes second in Northaw Ward, Welwyn Hatfie 
district council. 
(May) Cheetham’s vote rises to 21.87% in the district council election, and 39.41% in the Northaw 
and Cuffley Parish Council election. 

(June) The Times Higher Education Supplement criticises NATFHE, the lecturers’ union, for its policy of 
removing BNP teachers, and allows Harrington to respond. 

(July) Harrington expelled from the RMT railway union. 

Third Way joins English Democrats and the Freedom Party in the “English Lobby” coalition. 

Third Way sets its sights on Havering and Redbridge in the London Assembly elections. 

(September) Harrington edits and publishes Taking Liberties, which includes an article by Nick Griffin. 
(January) Harrington replaces Clive Potter as President of Solidarity, “the trade union for British 
workers’, having helped to write its constitution. 
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International 
roundup 


Blelge | arelte(cigs 
wants to hold 
onto power by 
exploiting anti- 
Slovene feeling 


AUSTRIA: Haider sets his face 
against Slovene minority 


CLAIMS THAT the right-wing extremist boss 
Jorg Haider has taken the path to respectability 
have been left in tatters following his efforts to 
mobilise his electorate in Carinthia against the 
province’s Slovene minority by refusing to put up 
bilingual road signs. The signs are required 
wherever Slovenes constitute at least 10% of the 
population in line with a decision of the Austrian 
Constitutional Court in 2001 and as guaranteed in 
the State Treaty of 1955. When Austria’s Socialist 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky tried to convince the 
Carinthian authorities to put up the signs in 
the 1970s, he was spat on and called a “Jewish pig”. 

Haider, the former leader of the Freedom Party 
(FPO), left the party in April last year, together 
with the party’s ministers in Austria’s coalition 
government, and set up the Alliance for Austria’s 
Future (BZO). This outfit was supposed to replace 
the FPO but flopped in local elections in 
Burgenland, Vienna and Styria. Surprisingly, 
extreme-right voters did not follow Haider. 
Instead, Heinz-Christian Strache emerged as the 
FPO’s new leader and was able to achieve some 
success in Vienna. : 

Haider is now worried that the BZO will also fail 
in this autumn’s national elections even if it is 
successful in Carinthia, where he currently rules 
with the help of the Austrian Socialist Party 
(SPO). In defying the Constitutional Court ruling 
he can count on the backing of the Karntner 
Heimatdienst (KHD), an _— extreme-right 
organisation that will do everything in its power to 
prevent the erection of the signs. 

Alfred Gusenbauer, the leader of the SPO, has 
said the signs will be put up if he gets a majority 
but his party in Carinthia appears reluctant to 
stand up to Haider’s chauvinist policy. 
Not long ago tens of thousands of 
Austrians demonstrated against 
the Iraq war but there have been 
no demonstrations to protest 
at ongoing discrimination to- 
"® wards the country’s Slovene 
‘y minority. This may be linked 
with the fact that so many 
Slovenes fought as partisans 
against the Nazis. 

From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


POLAND: MEP demands 
synagogue demolition 


A LEADING POLISH Member of 
the European Parliament has demanded the 
destruction of Poznan’s historic synagogue. 
Marcin Libicki, a member of Poland’s ruling 
right-wing Law and Justice (PiS) party, has 
a long history of involvement with far-right 
groups and of advocating controversial 
policies towards Jews and other minorities. 

“The synagogue building has no aesthetic 
value,” stated Libicki in an article in a local 
edition of the Polish newspaper Gazeta 
Wyborcza on 12 January 2006. He claimed 
that the early 20th construction of the 
synagogue had been “an openly anti-Polish 
act” and part of “a plan of Kulturkampf 
[cultural struggle] which provided for a 
cultural diminution of the architectural 
expressions of Polish and Catholic influence 
in the city”. It should be demolished, 
he concluded. 

Alicja Kobus, leader of the Jewish 
community in Poznan, described Libicki’s 
proposal as “shocking”. The building, which 
currently serves as a swimming pool, is 
widely regarded as an architectural treasure 
and there are plans to renovate it and 
convert it into a Tolerance Centre with the 
support of the European Union. 

Libicki’s statement is clearly designed to 
prevent such a development. He is 
notorious for his opposition to the 
restitution of property to former Jewish 
owners and until recently was a member of 
the National Right, the official Polish sister 
group of Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Front 
National in France. 

In March 2001 he supported Henryk 
Mania on “humanitarian grounds”. Mania 
had been arrested for participation in 
the wartime mass murder of Jews at the 
Chelmno death camp and was later 
sentenced to eight years in prison. Recently 
Libicki applied to the Polish public 
prosecutor for legal action to be taken 
against the website of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre in Los Angeles for 
alleged “anti-Polish” content in its 
presentation of wartime history. He has 
also been involved in campaigns against 
gay rights in Poland. 

“The extremist activities of Marcin Libicki 
belong to the lunatic fringe, and yet he is an 
influential member of the ruling party,” 
commented Marcin Kornak, editor of the 
Polish anti-fascist magazine Nigdy Wiece). 

Last month the British Conservative Party 
opened negotiations with Libicki’s party with 
a view to joining forces with its seven MEPs 
in the European Parliament. The talks 
followed David Cameron's pledge during 
the Conservative leadership contest that he 
would break away from Europe’s main 
centre-right grouping, the European People’s 
Party and European Democrats (EPP-ED). 

From Rafal Pankowski for 
NigdyWiecej and Antifa-Net in Warsaw 


RUSSIA: Hitlerite synagogue 
attack in Moscow 


RIGHT-WING VIOLENCE broke 
out in Moscow when a 30-strong gang 
of skinheads attacked reggae musicians 
attending a concert to commemorate 
the birthday of reggae icon Bob Marley. 
The assault on 6 February, in which a 
guitar was stolen, took place as the 
musicians made their way to the venue 
from a metro station. Mikhail Klimov, 
another reggae musician attacked in a 
separate incident the same evening, told 
police that the boneheads were 
shouting “Death to blacks!” and 
“Sieg Heil!”. Many Russian nazis see 
ethnic Russian rap and reggae fans as 
“race traitors”. Police arrested eight of 
the skinheads but so far have brought 
no charges. 

Also in Moscow, the man who 
stabbed nine people in a Moscow 
synagogue on 11 January could face 
eight to 20 years in prison or even a life 
sentence. Alexander Koptsev, 20, burst 
into the building brandishing a hunting 
knife and screaming “Heil Hitler!” and 
“T will kill everybody”. Luckily, nobody 
was killed and Koptsev was 
immediately arrested and charged with 
attempted murder motivated by 


national hatred and with arousing 
national hostility. 

Koptsev later boasted to police that 
he was influenced by antisemitic and 
nationalist literature circulated on the 





BELGIUM: Vlaams Belang 


faces prosecution 


THE EXTREME-RIGHT Vlaams Belang 
(VB) may be prosecuted for racism after two 
organisations — Kif Kif, a Flemish 
“intercultural youth movement”, and 
MRAX (Movement against Racism, 


internet. Although police searching his 
home found a copy of Hitler’s Mein 
Kampf, Koptsev appears not to be a 
known member of any nazi group. 

Several days later, an 18-year-old 
student entered a synagogue in Rostov- 
on-Don threatening to injure people 
and shouting racist and nationalist 
insults. He was arrested before he had a 
chance to do anything and told police 
that Koptsev had been his inspiration. 

Meanwhile, the Moscow Prosecutor’s 
office has launched a_ belated 
investigation into the spread of 
nationalist and antisemitic propaganda 
on the internet. The Moscow Bureau 
for Human Rights, an independent 
research group, published a report about 
Holocaust denial sites as long ago 
as 2003. 

From Mara Vladimirova for 

Antifa-Net in Moscow 


FRANCE: Media in the soup 
A FAR-RIGHT stunt to provide soup 


for homeless people received a boost 
thanks to media revelations that the 
soup contained pork, making it off- 
limits to most Jews and Muslims. Police 
have now shut down most of the stalls, 
organised by the far-right Bloc 
Identitaire (BI), on the grounds that 
they could lead to public disorder and 
cause racial tensions. 

The BI, successor to the banned 
Unité Radicale, emerged from the 


political shadows in 2004, after a public 
campaign against anti-police rap 
singers, to set up an outfit called 
Solidarité des Francais. Its initials, 
SDF, are better known as the acronym 
for “no fixed address”, used to describe 
homeless people. The SDF’s stated 
purpose is “to bring assistance to 
French people only” by excluding the 
country’s main victims of social 
exclusion, the immigrant poor. 

The notion of the extreme right 
being humanitarian or helping even 
socially disadvantaged white people is 
a novel one in the first place but this 
was so obviously a trick that the 
media should simply have ignored it 
rather than giving it publicity. The BI 
must have laughed all the way to the 
bank, its political objective wholly 
achieved, as its miserable and 
infrequently held soup stalls and its 
threats to hold them in Paris, Nice, 
Nantes and Strasbourg rocketed it 
into the national headlines and 
became the subject of a kind of 
competition by various anti-racist 
groups, social democrats and the state 
to demand their closure. 

As a result, the BI and the handful of 
other fascist sects that hover round the 
fringes of the Front National will feel 
empowered to continue and expand 
their bogus “help for poor whites” 
campaign next winter. 

From Esbé for Reflex and 
Antifa-Net in Paris 


Filip Dewinter, leader of Vlaams Belang 


Picture: Antifascist Researchgroup Kafka 


obviously assumed that the phenomenon of 
burning cars would come to Flemish cities and 
Brussels but in fact nothing happened that 
was even remotely comparable to the events 

in France. 


Antisemitism and Xenophobia) in the Both Kif Kif and MRAX have asked the 


French-speaking part of Belgium — 
brought a case against Filip Dewinter, 
VB’s leader. 

The main reason for their complaint is 
an interview Dewinter gave to the 
American magazine Jewish Week in which 
he admitted his party was 
“Islamophobic”. Dewinter made this 
unsurprising if unprecedented statement 


court in Antwerp to take action against 
the VB. They also have presented their 
case to the wider political world by 
urging parliamentary action to halt state 
subsidies to the racist VB for three to 12 
months. Tarik Fraihi, the president of 
Kif Kif, commented, “We have no 
problem at all with criticism of Islam, not 
even if it is the VB that is criticising but 


in an attempt to gain support in 
Antwerp’s large Jewish community. He is 
running for mayor of Antwerp later this year 
and needs every vote he can get. 

Another reason for the legal action is the 
VB’s publication of a pamphlet during last 
autumn’s riots in France. The pamphlet, 
which depicted a burning car on its cover 
page, warned Flanders about “the 
catastrophe to come”. The VB had 


the way Dewinter is trying to disturb 

relations between the Jewish and Islamic 

communities in our country is something 

that every democrat needs to condemn”. 

Dewinter, who believes that any publicity is 

good publicity, has already announced that 

he will defend the VB in person if the case 

reaches court. 
From Wim Haelsterman for AFF- 
Verzet/Résistances in Brussels. 





International 


GERMANY: Nazi lawyer’s passport withdrawn 


THE GERMAN authorities have 
imposed a six-month travel ban on 
Horst Mahler, the nazi lawyer, because 
of his expected attendance at a 
Holocaust denial conference in Iran. 
Mahler, 70, who has been convicted for 
glorifying Nazi crimes, is currently 
banned from practising but has gained 
notoriety in recent years for defending 
nazis and antisemites. 

A year ago he was sentenced in 
Berlin to nine months in prison for 
inciting racial hatred, but has not yet 
started his sentence pending an appeal. 
An exponent of far-left terrorism in 
the 1970s, Mahler has also been fined 
by German courts for saying that the 
horrific terrorist attacks of 11 
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September 2001 were “justified”. 

Hartmut Piecha, a spokesman for the 
mayor's office in the small town of 
Kleinmachnow outside Berlin, said that 
an order had been served invalidating 
his passport for six months with 
immediate effect. During that period 
Mahler can only travel to the Schengen 
states of Europe, which admit German 
nationals without passports. 

This is not the first time Mahler's 
jaunts abroad have been curtailed. 
In 2003 his passport was withdrawn to 
stop him going to Auschwitz in 
Poland as part of a Holocaust denial 
stunt. The Interior Ministry in 
Brandenburg, where Mahler lives, said 
the aim this time was to stop him 

taking part in a conference 
announced by the Tehran 
government to back claims 
by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
the hardline Iranian 
President, that the Holocaust 
is a “fairy tale”. Mahler, it said, 
is a “fanatical antisemite and 
falsifier of history”. 

No date has been disclosed 
for the Tehran conference but 
the Iranian Foreign Ministry 
unveiled plans for it in January 


just a month after Ahmadinejad 
poured scorn on the systematic 
slaughter of six million Jews during the 
Second World War. It is believed that 
the event may be held in spring. 
Ahmadinejad’s other comments have 
included describing Israel as a 
“tumour” that should be “wiped off the 
map” or moved to Alaska. His 
outbursts have been condemned by the 
UN Security Council and resulted in 
the cancellation of a planned visit to 
Tehran in November by Kofi Annan, 
the UN Secretary General. 

The conference will provide a much- 
needed platform to the discredited 
band of bogus “historians” and 
“scholars” who claim that the Nazi 
mass murder of the Jews never 
happened. Among those likely be 
invited are the Swedish antisemite 
Israel Shamir, the French Auschwitz 
liar Robert Faurisson and _ the 
American Arthur Butz. Participation 
by the British revisionist historian 
David Irving, whose pro-Nazi works 
are popular in Iran, is in doubt as he is 
facing a possible prison sentence in 
Austria for Holocaust denial. 

From our European editor 
Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 


Horst Mahler and the letter withdrawing his travel rights for six months 


GERMANY: Nazi setback in Dresden 


MORE THAN 4,500 nazis took part 
in this year’s demonstration in Dresden 
to commemorate the 1945 Allied 
bombing of the city. The march, on 11 
February, was a response to a call by the 
extreme-right Junge Landsmannschaft 
Ostpreussen, which has organised the 
annual rally for several years and turned 
it into the biggest public nazi event in 
Germany after the Rudolf Hess 
memorial marches in Wunsiedel. 

Once again, Udo Voigt, leader of 
the fascist National Democratic 
Party of Germany (NPD), used 
the occasion to claim that the air 
attacks on Dresden 61 years ago 
were a “bombing Holocaust by the 
Allies”. Among those applauding 
Voigt were nazis from Sweden and 
Portugal. 

Earlier in the day, more than a 
thousand anti-fascists attended a 
counter-demonstration organised 
by the left-wing 13 February 
Alliance and a further two 


thousand people took part in a “Mile of 
Democracy” organised by the 
mainstream political parties and trade 
unions. Afterwards the demonstrators 
blockaded a bridge on the nazi route. 
The blockade, reinforced by “Mile of 
Democracy” participants including 
members of the Saxony state 
parliament, successfully halted the nazi 


Anti-fascists block neo-nazis demonstrating on the 
61st anniversary of the Allied bombing of Dresden 








march. Threats by the police to disperse 
the demonstrators by force were met by 
a mass sit-down despite sub-zero 
temperatures and snow. After the police 
commander decided that removing the 
blockade was a non-starter, the nazis 
were unable to proceed and had to 
return to their assembly point. 

During the blockade about 500 nazis 
abandoned their own demonstration 
to go into the city centre in search of 
mayhem. Although most were 
stopped by the police in a nearby 
park, some were able to get into the 
city and attack people. 

Compared with last year’s events, 
the anti-fascists were much better 
organised. The local head of the 
Left Party/PDS correctly observed 
that civil disobedience and active 
resistance had stopped the nazis 
from controlling Dresden’s streets. 

From Michael Klein for 
Enough is Enough and Antifa- 
Net in Dresden 







_ Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 


Bolton Against Racism 

c/o 16 Wood Street, Bolton. BL1 1DY 
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Burnley Against Fascism 
PO Box 358, Burnley, 
BB11 2WA 


Bury Against Racism/ 
United Against Fascism 
karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 


Hyndburn Against Racism 
lapdarelelelgar-er-llatiercclaan@lciaar-liMalcis 


Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 
c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


Oldham United Against Racism 
= c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 

Oldham OL1 1ED 


Pendle UAF 
PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 


Ribble Valley Against Racism 
PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
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Rochdale United Against Fascism 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 
65 Hunter Road 

_ Marsh Green, Wigan WNS5 OPX 
waluar@blueyonder.co.uk 





_ Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 
_ Bradford TUC-AFC 
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Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 
___ ¢/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
_ Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
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 KeighleyTogether 


_ keighleytogether@yahoo.co.u 








oup’s details included on this list in future editions of the magazine 


Kirklees 


Unity 
PO Box 310, Huddersfield HD1 3YU 
Tel: 0787 5588850 
kirkleesunity@yahoo.co.uk 


Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 


Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 


Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 
PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 


York Unite Against Fascism 
Niele curli@latelasar-linaone] 





Broxbourne Against Racism 
PO Box 13679, London N1 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 





Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield $40 1JR 





Dudiey Unite Against Fascism 
PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
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Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 


Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 
Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
info@wolvestuc.org.uk 


Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


Northamptonshire 

Unite Against Racism 

Cele Nisin@ \Virevelgr @= gece) well serie) 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
Talcel@latelaaat-lanie]ce)arialls-iccreco) copie) 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
iNToyesi@Vnim@uel¥lai(sinane(=aalelanaey | < 





































Barking & Dagenham and Havering 
Together 

The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
DFYotcalar-laniniiitsi h@la\ 

Tel: 07759 660230 


Enfield UAF 
07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 


Redbridge and Epping Together 
PO Box 1576, Ilford |G5 ONG 
Tel: 07759 660230 








Gateshead Against the Nazis 
6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 


Sunderland Coalition 

Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 






Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 
c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 

Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 

twafa@twefa.org.uk 
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The end of the UVF? 


By Matthew Collins 


The Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), 
lreland’s oldest terrorist group, was 
reported in some quarters last month 
to be on the verge of “dissolving” in an 
apparent belated response to the 
Provisional IRA’s similar decision last 
year, when it announced it was to 
disarm and stand down its volunteers. 

The reports, which appeared in 
some editions of The Observer and the 
Irish edition of The Independent on 
Sunday, both quoted an unnamed 
source described as a _ UVF 
“commander”, who claimed that the 
war was over for the UVF and it was 
time for its volunteers to engage 
themselves in community-based 
projects, preferably under the auspices 
of the group's political wing, the 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP). The 
UVF would not however, according to 
the articles, be following the PIRA into 
decommissioning its weapons. 

This supposed decision by the 
highly secretive organisation should 
have grabbed front pages at least in 
Belfast. It did not. Indeed, the press in 
Northern Ireland neither reported nor 
commented on the articles’ claims. 

Surprisingly the London edition of 
The Observer did not carry the article, 
which was written by the highly 
respected author and journalist Henry 
McDonald. Confusion — reigned. 
The author of the article in The 
Independent is also a highly regarded 
writer on loyalist paramilitaries. 
The article was not seen in London but 
flagged up on a fascist website. 

The PUP should have welcomed the 
news. Its leader, David Ervine, is often 
the coolest of heads and an articulate 
and salient spokesperson for the 
party. In an interview with Searchlight 
last year, Ervine defended his and his 
party’s role in helping the UVF expel a 
gang of renegade loyalists from a 
housing estate in Belfast. These rogue 
elements were born of the UVF and 
funded through their thirst for control 
of Ulster’s bourgeoning illegal drugs 
trade once a relative peace prevailed 
in the province. 

Ervine also spoke with a deep sense 
of dissatisfaction over a recent “show 


of arms” by the UVF in the middle of an 
area dominated by the rival Ulster 
Defence Association (UDA), and the 
decision by Peter Hain, Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, to declare 
that the UVF had broken its ceasefire 
after a series of shootings of the 
renegades, who had formed the rival 
Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF). 
This decision continues to hurt the PUP 
financially, as funding is conditional on 
the UVF maintaining the ceasefire. 

The PUP’s closed annual conference 
last September discussed whether the 
party should dissociate or “disengage” 
from the UVF and, if it were to do so, 
how it could represent the people to 
whom it wanted to reach out. Speaking 
to Searchlight, one source said the 
feeling was that there could not be 
the sort of lasting peace that the 
PUP sought “without paramilitaries’ 
concerns being articulated” There was 
also perhaps a realisation that a small 
group of loyalists espousing a crypto- 
socialism in the Protestant heartlands 
would be swallowed up, even stamped 
on, by the conservative right of 
mainstream Unionism. It is no 
coincidence that the two members of 
the PUP who were elected to the 
Northern Ireland Assembly are both 
former UVF men. 

The day after the publication of the 
two articles, the confusion was not 
limited to those of us in London. 
The website of the nazi terror group 
Combat 18 reproduced the article 
with the following comment: “To any 
ex-UVF person who decides to go in 
and work with the MARXIST, NIGGER 
LOVING, PROGRESSIVE UNIONIST 
PARTY, with the objective of 
establishing a multi-racial, multi- 
cultural Ulster so the money men can 
get their cheap foreign labour, you 
better think again”. 

PUP staff, who are normally friendly 
to journalists, could not comment on 
the article as they had not seen it. 
Hardly progressive not to read The 
Observer, | commented quietly into 
the receiver, “Your source was hardly 
progressive, was it?” came the 
response. Touché! 


Ce 


By that afternoon the PUP had 
obtained the articles, and something 
akin to a confused panic had induced 
a complete silence on the matter. 
Having negotiated the _ original 
UVF ceasefire, had the intended 
beneficiaries of the UVF’s proposed 
“dissolving” not been _ informed? 
Enter David Ervine. “No comment. 
Absolutely none, Matthew. And that’s 
not just to you, that’s to everyone.” 

McDonald expanded on the story. 
“| think this is the end. | have no reason 
to disbelieve the person [known to 
Searchlight] who gave this briefing.’ 
The source is certainly impeccable, 
though why The Observer dumped 
it from its pages, McDonald cannot 
answer. 

According to another source within 
12 months there will be “no more UVF, 
no more marches, flags, barricades or 
anything. It has to go, it all must go.’ 

McDonald believes the UVF's 
decision is the result of ageing, not just 
in terms of membership but politically. 
The PUP has proven it has an effective 
if small voice and this too has been 
lamented by other commentators on 
Ulster. “The Sinn Fein, knock-on effect” 
was one description. 

The briefing to McDonald came only 
days after the larger and politically 
less well drilled UDA held a meeting 
with Martin McAleese, the husband of 
the Irish President, in its south Belfast 
stronghold. The meeting was all the 
more extraordinary, in that McAleese 
met the UDA, under the auspices of its 
political front the Ulster Political 
Research Group (UPRG), without 
bodyguards. Jackie McDonald, leader 
of the UDA, also gave indications that 
the UDA would consider dissolving. 
This came after Tommy Kirkham, a 
UPRG front man, reportedly met Hain. 

Although both Kirkham and Jackie 
McDonald spoke about Ulster’s 
working class needing representation, 
the UDA/UPRG has no _ political 
presence in the Northern Ireland 
Assembly, more than likely as a result 
of the growing public perception that 
the UDA has degenerated into little 
more than a front for gangsterism and 


drug dealing in Protestant com- 
munities over the past 15 years. 

Even taking into account that it is the 
UVF that is acknowledged to have 
broken its ceasefire, the UDA/UPRG has 
yet to present itself as representative 
of anything other than what it is 
perceived to be. Certainly the invitation 
list for the meetings between the 
UDA and the Irish government 
reportedly contains many names more 
synonymous with gangsterism than 
any pretence of representing working- 
class people in the communities where 
they are active. 

Is this the main reason why the 
UVF briefed Henry McDonald? The UVF 
presented its decision as based on 
good faith in the peace process and an 
acknowledgement that republicans 
have agreed to allow the future of 
Northern Ireland to be decided 
democratically within boundaries that 
still favour Unionist Protestants. 

Of the fears of an expanding 
Catholic population that drove 
loyalists throughout the 1980s and 
early 1990s, Henry McDonald points 
out that the changing nature of the 
population means that Protestant 
fears of being “outbred and outvoted” 
are baseless, at least for the current 
generation. This is partly due to a 
growing Catholic middle class and 
professional working class and the 
very real lack of representation for 
the Protestant working class in 
comparison to that offered by 
nationalist and republican parties. 

Our source agreed with McDonald 
and was absolutely certain of one 
thing however. The guns, described 
as being put into “cold storage”, will 
not fall silent completely just yet. 
Before the UVF (or the UDA) finally 
put their war to bed, those who have 
the final words will also fire the final 
shots. “There will be a time before it 
all finishes, before they all become 
politicians, where they'll have to deal 
with those the process does not 
reach for whatever reason. Before we 
put the war to bed, we'll have to put 
the monsters we recreated to sleep 
with it.” ~=q 


Everybody’s welcome to the Hooley! was written on the spot. 
It had to be. A gang of fascist skinheads had descended on a gig by 
the Anglo-Irish punk band “Neck’, not for the first time. 


For some reason, former Pogues man Leeson O’Keeffe’s new band 
kept attracting them. Eventually, enough being enough, they made a 
stand before a European gig and just went out and played the song. | 
According to O'Keefe, it’s also a bit of a tribute to Joe Strummer. 
“We used to get the crowds to chant “Joe Strummer’ at these idiots, 
but I was always incensed that they [the fascists] had missed the point 
about us being an Irish punk band from London’ 
It was released as a single, with the backing of the labour and the 
trade union movement, on 6 March in the run-up to St Patrick's 
day, 17 March. 
It is a song about immigrants by the descendents of immigrants and it 
captures the spirit by using the iconic image of many a boarding 
house window from the 1950s: “No Irish, No Blacks, No Dogs”. 
Punk is inseparable from the human politic. Born out of frustration in 
the 1970s and borrowing heavily on new-to-me beats and riffs, punk | 
has been prone to throwing up incidental anthems, though there is 
nothing accidental about Everybody's welcome to the Hooley!. — 
O'Keefe sees Neck’s legacy as not just the Pogues but alsoother _ 
punk bands such as the Clash. Punk has to be“bolshy a 
politicised” and here we have the example. 


: Neck have made an anti fannie anthem available to one and all. 








HOOLIGANS 


A - L of Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the 
definitive account of British 
football hooliganism. From the 
gangs to the leaders, from 
policing to those whose lives were 
ruined by soccer violence, this 
book has it all. 




























Hooligans: A-L is 
available to Searchlight 
readers at £15 (inc p&p) 


Hooligans Volume 2 
will be published soon 


KODLIGANS 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 


Bi Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
hooligan gangs 
i Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
erage tdiaer lie) 

i Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 


This and a whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 





Money can’t buy happiness 
(or a place in the Aryan homeland) 


By Leonard Zeskind, for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


IT COULD BE a story on one of those 
Grade B late night television crime 
dramas. A self-made millionaire retires to a 
quiet pastoral village he thinks is the 
closest thing to heaven. But he keeps 
getting arrested for drink driving — first in 
1997, then in 1998 and again in 2001. 
The third time is a charm, and facing a jail 
term our millionaire flees the village under 
cover of night. Now an international 
police task force is searching for this 
dangerous, serial drink driver in Ireland. 
Presumably this American is hiding out at 
the local pub, making a nuisance of 
himself driving on the Irish roads in a state 
of intoxication. And this story is true, 
believe it or not. 

R. Vincent Bertollini (pictured) made his 
millions in California's once-booming 
computer industry, teaming up with Carl 
Story and selling their stakes in two 
companies. Always a bit over-fascinated 
with end of the world fantasies, Bertollini 
became convinced that Christian Identity 
theology was the answer to his prayers. 
And he liked the way that Aryan Nations 
chief Richard Butler preached the Identity 
message in the 1990s from his 20-acre 
compound in Northern Idaho. 

There the white peoples of Northern 
Europe — the Angles, Saxons, Teutons and 
Celts — were the biological descendants of 
the Biblical Israelites; the chosen people of 
old. Black people and other people of 
colour were considered “mud people” and 
without the spiritual blessings of white 
people. And the Jews ... well, they 

were the embodiment of Satan qaa™ 
himself. So Bertollini moved to © 
Sandpoint, Idaho in 1995, a village sal 
of 5,000 souls on the border with 











ontana, where he and Story 


Hour Remnant Messenger, splashing 
money around local resorts, as well as 
the Christian Identity movement. 
In 1998 they mailed blindly 9,000 
copies to homes in the area of a 
propaganda packet _ that 
included a videotape lecture 
and a colourful poster — a full six 
feet long by three feet wide — 
depicting their version of 
biblical lineages. The packets 
















yy . 
promoted a new venture called 11th ; 


cost about $10 a piece at the time, 
making the initial investment $90,000. 
The two men should have stuck to 
computer chips. Instead of winning new 
converts to their cause, donations to local 
human rights groups surged with every 
mailing, according to newspaper reports 
at the time. Bertollini also ran for sheriff 
one year, pulling a total of 33 votes, not 
enough to get him a spot as dogcatcher. 
Simply put, these two Aryan bozos 
thought they could come to town, spend 
a bunch of money and help their cause. 
But no amount of money was going to 
pump life into Aryan Nations in the 1990s. 
In fact, Butler lost control of his 20-acre 
compound in 2000, after a successful law 
suit pursued by the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. Bertollini bought Butler a lovely 
home nearby, and the aging Aryan chief 
lived his last days in total comfort, finally 
dying in 2004. By that time, Bertollini had 
already left the region. It seems he had 
been arrested on 12 January 2001 on 
felony charges of drink driving and 
resisting arrest. He tried several times to 
close the trial to the public, contended 
that the police engaged in brutality and 
made several other legal moves to deflect 
the inevitable conviction. Once it became 
clear he would probably be convicted 
and sentenced to serve time in the local 
jail, he skipped town. And in August 2001 
Bertollini was, as the Dixie Chicks once 
said about “Earl’, a missing person whom 
nobody missed at all. 
Until 2005, however! It seems that 
Bertollini still owed $90,000 (£52,000) 
on the home where Butler had been 
living and the mortgage company 
had to foreclose, which reminded 
the FBI that their Aryan fugitive 
had flown the coop. After a bit 
of perfunctory © digging, 
according to the Irish 
newspapers, the FBI found a 
forwarding address in 
Dublin. But as Searchlight 
goes to press, they have yet 
to find the wily 67-year-old 
drunk. This writer suggests 
looking in a local church ... 
Christian Identity or British 
Israelite, of course. <j 
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March 1976 


Franklin does it again! 


A cartoon which appeared in the Sun 
newspaper was the subject of strongly 
worded protests and calls for action on 
the grounds that it was an incitement of 
race hatred. 

It depicted the inside of a club on the 
wall of which a notice reads: “New law 
— coloured people must be allowed to 
join clubs.” 

A caricature of a black man is seated ata 
table, wearing nothing but a brief fringe 
round his middle, similar things round his 
ankles, large rings in his ears, and a feather 
head-dress. 

General Secretary of the Joint Council for 
the Welfare of Immigrants Vishnu Sharma 
condemned the cartoon as “a vicious insult 
to black and coloured citizens.” 

“It is a disgusting example of 
propaganda, stirring up race prejudice 
and hatred, and the Attorney-General 
should initiate action against it”, he said. 

Mr Sidney Bidwell MP (Ealing, Southall) 
said: “Those participating in the committee 
stage of the debates in Parliament on the 
new Bill must ensure it is strong enough to 
bring to task all who are responsible for the 
production and publication of such 
offensive racist material”. 
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March 1986 
Should Farrakhan be barred? 


The Home Secretary’s decision to 
ban the proposed visit by American 
black Muslim leader Louis Farrakhan 
has provoked contrasting responses 
within the anti-racist and minority 
communities, and a campaign has been 
launched by some black organisations 
to have the ban revoked. 

We have no hesitation, however, 
in supporting the Home Secretary's 
decision. 

There can be no doubt that Farrakhan’s 
public statements about Jews and 
Judaism (“Jews are the main enemy’, 
“Hitler was a great man ... he rose 
Germany up from nothing’, “the Jews are 
in control of the mass media, newspapers, 
television, radio ...”. iews know their 
wickedness”) offer grave offence to 
Jewish people. It is simply not enough, as 
at least one spokesperson from the 
Hackney Black People’s Association has 
argued, to say that black people should 
be allowed to make up their own minds, 
and Douglas Hurd’s ban is racist in 
preventing them from doing that. 

This argument would not be tolerated 
by anti-racists for one moment if deployed 
in other circumstances. 





March 1996 


Police killed refugee 


Shiji Lapite, 34, a Nigerian political refugee, 
was unlawfully killed while in police 
custody, an inquest jury has ruled. 

Police arrested Mr Lapite for “acting 
suspiciously” in Clapton, east London, on 
16 December 1994. The two plain clothes 
officers claim they saw Mr Lapite drop two 
rocks of crack cocaine. The officers said 
that Mr Lapite then became violent and 
tried to escape. 

Awitness, Mr Robert Howes, said he heard 
“a terrible screaming like someone was 
being hurt’, before seeing Mr Lapite carried 
into a police van by “four to six” policemen. 

Mr Howes, who could see the incident 
from his flat, said: “The man was not 
struggling at all. It was as if he was laying on 
a board.” 

One of the other officers, PC Baron, said 
he thought Mr Lapite was “pretending not 
to be conscious” Another officer, PC Ridley, 
was accused of lying to protect his fellow 
officers, after his testimony contradicted an 
earlier statement that Mr Lapite had 
responded to conversation. 

The coroner, Dr Stephen Chan, poured 
scorn on the police version of events. 
A pathologist found 45 separate injuries on 
Mr Lapite's body, including bite marks. 
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“In the name of Allah, the 
merciful, the graceful” 
Norwegian Muslims 
demonstrate outside 
parliament. 


From Tor Bach for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


“THIS IS NOT NORWAY”, says an 
elderly and not very sober woman 
giving vent to what many Norwegians 
feel these days, as the bomb squad packs 
up its equipment outside a government 
building in Oslo. The mysterious 
suitcase they were looking at turned out 
to be harmless. 

February has been one of the most 
dramatic months in postwar Norwegian 
history, with a political atmosphere that 
enabled all manner of extremists, 
Muslim, Christian and fascist, to crawl 
out of their holes and get more than 
their usual 15 minutes of fame. 

Norway’s turmoil started in Denmark, 
when the regional daily, Jy//ands-Posten, 
published the Muhammad cartoons. 
When Danish Muslim leaders and 11 
ambassadors from Muslim countries 
reacted with fury Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen, the Danish Prime Minister, 
rejected their requests for a meeting with 
a peremptory “no”. 

Even further to the right than 
Jyllands-Posten is the small Christian 
fundamentalist rag Magazinet, mouth- 
piece of the Christian far right in Norway. 


Extremists make little headway in 
attempts to gain from cartoons controversy 


Magazinet is owned by Word of Life, a 
Swedish charismatic, fundamentalist 
sect. On 9 January, Eid ul Adha, the 
holiest day in Islam marking the end of 
the haj, Magazinet published the same 
cartoons, claiming bogusly to do so in 
defence of free speech. 

Suddenly, the Middle East erupted 
with tens of thousands of enraged 
demonstrators, who until then had 
known little of Denmark and Norway, 
burning the two countries’ flags in the 
streets. Danish and Norwegian embassies 
in Beirut, Damascus and Jakarta were 
burnt down or stormed by angry mobs. 
Petrol bombs were hurled at embassies in 
Iran and protesters took to the streets 
across the Muslim world. 

While some people, especially on the 
left, have tried to explain the depth and 
ferocity of these protests as an 
expression of the need by reactionary 
regimes to channel the dissatisfaction of 
frustrated masses, the reality is rather 
more complicated. 

There have now been massive 
demonstrations in such different countries 
as South Africa, Nigeria, Indonesia, the 
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